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These Considerations 


OW CAN ASTROLOGY WORK? “I don’t know how it can, 

but it does. I experience it doing so all the time,” is a typical 

astrologer’s response. We tend to mumble something about ‘em- 

pirical knowledge’ and happily ignore the mechanics involved. 
In doing so we've let many of the findings of Theodor Landscheidt slip 
by unnoticed. He provided strong evidence for the actual workings in his 
different published papers, especially in the thought-provoking article on 
The Golden Section that we published ten years ago and proudly reprise 
here, with Christiane Landscheidt’s permisssion. It is a rueful reminder 
of the intelligence we have so recently lost. He was close to proving that 
it is the O and its ever-changing relationship to the different members of 
the planetary system that is the force that animates the horoscope. There 
is no smoke and mirrors mystique, no need for any as-above-so-below 
synchronicity, there are clear physical connections even if physicists 
have so far been unable to recognize them. Movements of the planets 
occur as they do because of the gravitational pull of the O. In turn, 
where they are, how concentrated they are in their different orbits, causes 
the solar forces to be reflected back and this prompts physical changes in 
the O itself—a billiard-ball affect. Theodor was able to predict different 
levels of solar activity—solar flares, sun spots and magnetic storms— 
from the combined positions of the planets in their orbits, predictions that 
have proven to be correct. In turn, he successfully predicted the appear- 
ances of El Nifo and La Nina, the irregular warming and cooling of the 
Pacific waters off the coast of Peru, and much else, based on his accurate 
forecasts of solar activity. 

And, as we all know, the differences between the O signs are directly 
related to the seasons, which in turn are due to our planet’s tilted orbit 
about the O. 

Combine the known effects of the O on our life on earth with the 
changes in our star’s magnetism due to the varying positions of the plan- 
ets and, to my mind, we have the basis for a physical explanation of the 
workings of astrology. 

This issue of Considerations appears at one of those moments in his- 
tory that would be unheard of elsewhere but is so typical of life in these 
United States: the Michael Jackson trial is in progress. Both his birth 
chart and the one for the start of his trial are examined. All will probably 
have been concluded by the time you hold this in your hands, but at least 
you will see why everything went as it did. 

There’s plenty of other stuff to chew on in the upcoming pages. 
Don’t let me hold you back. 

Enjoy! 


The Golden Section: 
A Cosmic Principle 


THEODOR LANDSCHEIDT 


UESTIONS: 

Recent studies have confirmed that the cure of a breast tumor 

by surgery is dramatically more likely around the 17" day after 

the beginning of the patient's menstrual period than it is at other 
times in the menstrual cycle (Hrushesky, 1994). For what reasons? 

Conception just in the middle of the ovulation cycle gives an 85% 
chance of a boy, whereas conception on the 10" day of the cycle is linked 
to an 87% chance of a girl (Thumshim, 1975). On what account? 

Why has the 11-year sunspot cycle just this length? 

Why is the mean period of the secular cycle of sunspot activity—a 
main factor in climatic change—just 89 years? 

Scientists have found significant cycles in rainfall linked to the luna- 
tion cycle, but not to the cardinal phases of the Moon. How can we ac- 
count for this? 

Why is it that the "plus zones" in the diurnal circle found by Michel 
Gauquelin do not fall on the cardinal points of the diurnal circle, but in 
between and not even symmetrically? 

Why does the "Gauquelin effect" not include the Sun, Mercury, and 
the planets beyond Saturn? 

What are there phase reversals in solar-terrestrial cycles that are in the 
way of dependable predictions? 

Scientists and astrologers have found no convincing answers to these 
questions and many similar ones. Yet it is not unachievable to solve all 
of these problems. We only have to look without any preconceptions at 
the dynamics of the solar system, at the cosmic dance performed by the 
Sun and planets. 


Five-Fingered "Hands" in the Sun's Dynamics 


Figure 1 shows a strange cycle many astronomers and most astrolo- 
gers do not know of. It is formed by the Sun's oscillations about the in- 
visible center of mass of the solar system. Newton described this dy- 
namic process three hundred years ago. The small open circles indicate 
the celestial positions of the system's center of mass relative to the Sun's 


' previously published in Considerations X: 1 
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Figure 1: Master cycle of the solar system. 

Small circles indicate the position of the center of mass of 
the planetary system (CM) in the ecliptic plane relative to 
the Sun’s center (cross) for the years 1945 to 1995. Helio- 
centric representation and marking the limb of the Sun make 
it easy to see whether CM is above or below the Sun’s sur- 
face. The Sun’s center and CM can come close together, as 
in 1951 and 1990, or reach a distance of more than two so- 
lar radii. Between these two extremes, the Sun’s orbital an- 
gular momentum can increase or decrease forty-fold. 


center, marked by a cross, for the years 1945 to 1995. The large solid 
circle marks the Sun's surface. Most of the time, the center of mass is to 
be found outside of the Sun's body. Intriguingly, the Sun's rather irregu- 
lar oscillatory motion is regulated by constellations of the giant planets 
Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus and Neptune. Conjunctions and oppositions have 
the strongest impact. When Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus and Neptune form a 
more or less wide conjunction, the Sun's center and the center of mass 
are wide apart; they can reach a distance of more than two solar radii. 
When Jupiter alone opposes Saturn, Uranus and Neptune on the other 
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side of the Sun, the two centers come close to each other. Sometimes 
they make a very close approach as in 1951 and 1990. In the Sun's ir- 
regular cyclic motion between these two extremes its orbital angular 
momentum can in-crease or decrease 40-fold. If there is transfer of or- 
bital angular momentum to the Sun's spin momentum—and there is evi- 
dence of it—this can affect solar activity. I have shown that special 
planetary constellations linked to crucial change in the Sun's orbital mo- 
mentum make it possible to predict solar-terrestrial events dependably. 
Thus my forecasts of energetic solar eruptions and geomagnetic storms, 
checked by astronomers and the Space Environment Services Center in 
Boulder, achieved a hit rate of 90% though the predicted events show a 
very irregular distribution. As to details, I refer to my book Sun-Earth- 
Man (Landscheidt, 1989). I also forecast the end of the Sahelian drought 
three years in advance (Landscheidt, 1983). 


708 


1100 


Figure 2: The Sun's dynamics displays five-fold symmetry, 
thought to be reserved to the realm of life. "Big hands" with "big 
fingers" emerge, when the 9-year running variance of the Sun's 
orbital angular momentum is plotted. Big hands and big fingers 
cover cycles of solar activity with mean lengths of 178.8 years and 
35.8 years, which are reflected in terrestrial cycles 


The dynamics in the Sun's motion around the center of mass can be 
defined quantitatively by the change in its orbital angular momentum. The 
rate of change is usually measured by derivatives. In some respects the 
running variance yields more informative results. It applies the well- 
known smoothing technique of running means over two, three, or more 
consecutive readings to a running variance, the square of the standard de- 
viation. 

Figure 2 shows the 9-year running variance of the Sun's orbital angu- 
lar momentum for the years 720 to 1070. And what does it reveal? "Big 
hands" with "big fingers"! These five-fingered hands were an utter sur- 
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prise to me when I saw them first on my computer screen. Scientists con- 
ceive that the Sun is a body of "dead" matter. As such the Sun should not 
display five-fold symmetry. Two-fold, three-fold, four-fold, or six-fold 
symmetry like crystals, but not five-fold symmetry reserved to the realm 
of biology. I realized at once that the unexpected pentadactyl pattern was 
hard evidence of the fact that the Sun's dynamics and life forms on Earth 
are subjected to the same structural laws. This unexpected extension of 
the domain of five-fold symmetry to the realm of "dead" matter is all the 
more important as planets and their constellations are involved in the 
generation of the pattern governed by the number five presented in Fig- 
ure 2. 


1888 1908 2008 


Figure 3: A fractal pattern in the Sun's dynamics. "Small hands" 
with "small fingers" appear within big fingers, when the 3-year 
running variance of the Sun's orbital angular momentum is pic- 
tured. Big encircled numbers mark the tips of big fingers. Small 
fingers below are indicated by small numbers. Big arrows and 
small triangles designate the start of big and small fingers respec- 
tively. Small fingers are related to solar-terrestrial cycles of 
shorter length. The vertical dotted line marks the initial phase 
(1933) of a big hand. This nodal point coincided with the estab- 
lishment of Stalin's and Hitler's dictatorship and the Great Depres- 
sion. 


Fractals Generated by Cosmic Bodies 


Closer examination reveals that there is even more to this pattern. A 
ubiquitous note in present day science is the term fractal coined by B. B. 
Mandelbrot (1983) in his work The Fractal Geometry of Nature. He 
stressed that clouds are not spheres, mountains are not cones, and light- 
ning does not travel in a straight line. A fractal can be defined as a geo- 
metrical shape whose structure is such that magnification or reduction by 
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a given factor reproduces the original object. Self-similarity on different 
scales is a preeminent feature of fractals. A good paradigm is an unend- 
ing sequence of Russian dolls, one nestled inside the other. Fractal sub- 
structures become visible by amplification. The Nobel Prize-recipient 
Wilson has shown that renormalization transformations involving a 
change of scale can serve as a universal tool in research. If you do not get 
ahead in your research, choose a coarser or a finer scale. 

Figure 3 is the result of an amplification of the pattern in Figure 2. It 
shows the 3-year running variance of the Sun's orbital angular momen- 
tum. I was astounded when I first saw that there are fractals in the Sun's 
motion. The big fingers in big hands contain small hands with small fin- 
gers. The big encircled numbers at the top mark the tips of big fingers. 
The small fingers below are indicated by small numbers. Big arrows and 
small triangles at the bottom designate the starts of big and small fingers 
respectively. The vertical dotted line labels the start of a big hand in 
1933. 

It should be noted in passing that this dynamically fundamental pe- 
riod coincided with the establishment of Stalin's and Hitler's dictatorship 
and the Great Depression. The preceding start of a big hand in 1756 was 
again a crucial period. The Seven Year's War in Europe gave Great Brit- 
ain as an ally of Prussia the opportunity to establish its Empire by the 
conquest of India and Canada. In my book Sun-Earth-Man I have given 
an explanation why the Sun's dynamics, regulated by the planets, has an 
effect on human behavior. 


Cycles Linked to the Sun's Pentadactyl Pattern 


Big hands (BH), big fingers (BF), and small fingers (SF) are not only 
of theoretical importance. As I have shown, they represent distinct cycles 
of solar activity that are a paramount factor in solar-terrestrial relations 
(Landscheidt, 1983, 1986, 1987, 1990, 1994a, 1994b). The mean lengths 
of these cycles (C) are as follows: BHC = 178.8 years; BFC = 35.8 years; 
SFC = 7.2 years. These periods are rounded mean lengths. The real cy- 
cles differ in width. Yet all these variations can be computed and pre- 
dicted from planetary positions and constellations. All of these cycles are 
fractals with subcycles. Especially half cycles play an important role. 
Half a big hand (HBHC = 89.4 years) represents the secular Gleissberg- 
cycle of sunspot activity which modulates the amplitudes of the well- 
known 11-year sunspot cycle and shows a narrow correlation with cli- 
matic change (Friis-Christensen and Lassen, 1991). Half a big finger 
(HBFC = 17.9 years) is an important factor in climate. I could show that 
maxima in the Lake Saki varve thickness are consistently correlated with 
consecutive HBF's (Landscheidt, 1990). Varves are banded layers of silt 
and sand deposited annually in lakes. The thickness of Lake Saki varves 
is related to local precipitation: the thickest varves are linked to very wet 
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years and the thinnest varves to very dry years. The analysis covers data 


from A.D. 700 to 1894. 
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BIRTHS IN THOUSANDS 
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Figure 4: Annual birth rates in U.S.A. since 1909, 
after Poiré (1994) 


Figure 4, from N. Pont (1994), demonstrates that HBFC's are also to 
be found in man. It shows annual birth rates in the U. S. A. since 1909. 
The U.S. population does not increase at a steady linear rate, but fluctu- 
ates in a big-finger pattern. The starts of big fingers (BFS or S) go along 
with minima and big finger tips (T) with maxima in the birth rates. The 
next bottom in the U.S. population cycle is to be expected around 2007, 
the next BFS. Half small fingers (HSFC = 42 months) are connected, 
among other relationships, with a well-known cycle in stock prices. 
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Figure 5: Annual-mean surface air temperature averaged over the 
Northern Hemisphere from 1850 to 1987, after Jones (1988). 
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Big and Small "Fingers": 
A Hierarchical Structure 


The fractal of hands and fingers has a hierarchical structure. It offers a 
solution of the seemingly untractable problem of phase reversals in cy- 
cles. Figure 5, from P. D. Jones (1988), presents an example. It shows 
the time series 1850 to 1987 of the annual-mean surface air temperature 
averaged over the Northern Hemisphere. 

The arrows, I added, designate the starts of big fingers (BFS) that fall 
in the data range. The BFS's 1867, 1901 and 1933 coincide with out- 
standing temperature maxima, as indicated by the smoothed curve. The 
BFS 1968, however, indicates the bottom of a downtrend that began after 
BFS 1933. Obviously, this is due to a phase reversal in the BFS pattern. 
We have learnt from experimentation with electrical and mechanical 
control equipment that at nodal points, where the response of the system 
is zero, the phase can shift by 180° (Burroughs, 1992). The start of a big 
finger is such a nodal point. Yet it is crucial that the BFS 1933 is at the 
same time the start of a big hand (BHS). In Figure 5, BHS 1933 is 
marked by a filled triangle. Such nodal points higher up in the hierarchy 
of cycles in the Sun's dynamics are dominant and can induce phase re- 
versals in subordinated cycles as demonstrated in this case. As the next 
start of a big hand will not occur before 2111, the epoch of the coming 
BFS in 2007 should go along with another bottom in the surface air tem- 
peratures. 
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Figure 6: Association of the Palmer Drought Index, measuring the 
percentage of area covered by drought, with epochs of BFT's and 
BFT's, marked by arrows and indicators for start (S) & tip (T). 
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Another example from a wealth of inexhaustible relationships is pre- 
sented in Figure 6. It shows the plot of the Palmer Drought Index for the 
USS. from 1900 to 1989. The vertical axis measures the percentage of 
area covered by drought. Here big finger tips (BFT) come in, which rep- 
resent maxima in the running variance of the Sun's orbital angular mo- 
mentum. The arrows mark consecutive epochs of BFS's and BFT's. Up to 
1933, the starts of big fingers (S) coincided with drought maxima and the 
tips (T) with minima. After the BHS 1933, indicated by an open triangle, 
the correlation with BF phases continued, but a phase reversal changed 
the rhythmic pattern. Now BFT's coincided with drought peaks and 
BFS's with bottoms. The new rhythm has been stable since 1933. So 
there is a good chance that it will continue till the next BHS in 2111. For 
some years around the next BFS epoch 2007, farmers in the U.S. should 
expect a wet climate. Up to now, both science and astrology have not 
been able to solve the problem of long-range drought prediction with 
their special means. Only when their faculties are united in a genuine 
interdisciplinary approach do solutions emerge that were not accessible 
before. 
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Figure 7: Cycle in U.S. pig-iron prices 1834 to 1900, after Dewey 


There is also convincing evidence that big fingers are dominant in re- 
lation to small fingers. Figure 7 from E. R. Dewey shows the response to 
a cycle in U. S. pig-iron prices. Flat triangles indicate the epochs of 
SFS's. The big arrow marks the BFS in 1867 that resulted in a phase re- 
versal in the time series. Before 1867 SFS's coincided with bottoms in 
the prices and afterwards with peaks. 

Figure 8, after E. R. Dewey (1973), presents the percentile deviation of 
US. stock prices from the 9-year moving average trend, from 1830 to 
1942. Flat triangles point to the epochs of SFS's that are related to ex- 
trema in the deviations. Fat arrows mark BFS's 1867 and 1933 which 
induced phase reversals. Before 1867 SFS's coincided with bottoms in 
the stock prices. After 1867 this pattern changed and SFS's went along 
with price peaks. The BFS 1933 induced another reversal, and SFS's 
again linked to bottoms in stock prices. After the BFS 1968 all deep inter- 
national bottoms in stock prices—1970, 1974 and 1982—were closely 
connected with SFS's. This is why I had been predicting for years the 
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next worldwide deep bottom in stock prices would occur in 1990. I 
wrote: "Because of the imminent ... event (SFS), the epoch of which is 
1990.3, a bottom may be expected such as occurred in 1970, 1974, and 
1982. But this will also be the start of a new rally." (Landscheidt, 1989). 
Both of these came about, the international bottom in stock prices and 
the ensuing rally with new record highs. The next worldwide bottom is to 
be expected in 1998, the coming SFS epoch. 
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Figure 8: Percentage deviations of U.S. stock prices from the 9- 
year moving average trend for 1830 to 1942, after Dewey (1973). 


The Number Five and the Golden Section 


The fact that the Sun's dynamics are based on five-fold symmetry carries 
important information. The number five and the golden section are close 
relatives. Take a regular pentagon—a geometrical representation of the 
number five—and connect all of its corners by diagonals, as shown in 
Figure 9. A five-pointed star emerges, a pentagram, the intersecting lines 
of which form a web of golden sections. Within this star a new pentagon 
appears that contains a smaller star with golden section divisions, and so 
on, in an infinite fractal sequence. Literature that delves into this connec- 
tion is widespread (Kappraff, 1991; Huntley, 1970; Landscheidt 1992, 
1994a). Thus, there are indications that the pentadactyl pattern created by 
the Sun and the outer planets hints to a special function of the golden 
section in the solar system. 


Figure 9: Five-fold symmetry, 
represented by a pentagon, 
shows intimate relationship with 
the Golden section. 
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Extrema within Cycles 
governed by the Golden Section 


When I took the Sun's hints at the golden section seriously and dis- 
carded my blinders, I was suddenly able to realize that the golden section 
is not merely an aesthetic proportion important to artists, but an omni- 
present cosmic principle that induces structural differentiation. The pro- 
portions of the Greek temple in Figure 10 illustrate the golden section. It 
divides a frame structure like a line, a cycle, or any other delimited fea- 
ture so that the ratio of the whole to the larger part—major—equals the 
ratio of the larger part to the smaller one—minor. Point G represents the 
golden number 0.618... This point divides the unit height of the temple 
into major (0.618...) and minor (0.3819...). To find the major of a line or 
cycle of any length, multiply it by 0.618. Multiplication by 0.382 yields 
the minor. 


0,382 MINOR 


0618 MAJOR 


Figure 10: Proportions of a Greek Temple 
that illustrate the Golden Section 


In mundane astrology we investigate cycles from one planetary con- 
junction to the next one, from new Moon to new Moon, and so forth. 
When we come across a sequence of outstanding maxima that emerge at 
reasonably regular intervals, we automatically think that we are dealing 
with crest phases of a cycle the ascending nodes of which precede the 
crests by 90°. We expect that special cosmic constellations should mark 
these zero phases. This inference, however, may be misleading. Cycles 
often possess inner structure that conspicuously deviates from the stan- 
dard pattern of a sinusoidal wave marked by conjunction, opposition and 
squares. 

Figure 11 presents an instructive example. The meteorologists D. A. 
Bradley, M. A. Woodbury and G. W. Brier (1962) investigated 16,056 
heavy monthly rainfalls observed at 1,544 U.S. weather stations from 1900 
to 1924 (solid line) and 1925 to 1949 (dashed line) and looked for correla- 
tions with the Moon's phases (marked at the bottom of the figure). The 
peaks of the patent cyclic pattern are statistically significant. Yet they 
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show no direct connection with any of the lunar phases. Thus, most scien- 
tists dismiss a correlation between the lunar cycle and rainfall. Yet there is 
a conspicuous connection that is easy to see when we know how to look 
for the golden section. Within cycles from full Moon to full Moon and 
from new Moon to new Moon the rainfall maxima coincide with the major 
(0.618) of the golden section, whereas minima go along with the minor 
(0.382). The arrows, I added to the plot, point to this unexpected exact re- 
lationship between the extrema of the rainfall data. 


lc) e c [e) tc) 


Figure 11: Heavy monthly rainfalls, observed at 1544 U.S. 
weather stations from 1900 to 1924 (solid line) and 1925 to 1949 
(dashed line), after Bradley, Woodbury & Brier (1962). 


Figure 12, after N. Kollerstrom (1984), shows a similar result. 


Figure 12: Yield of a heat germination study, 
after Kollerstrom (1984). 


Figure 12 relates wheat germination to the synodic month, but shows 
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no exact connection with new Moon or full Moon. In a 6-month study at 
Ewell Technical College, wheat seeds were germinated every Friday. Six 
days later they were removed and measured for germination and stem 
length. Temperature was kept constant. The curve in Figure 12 plots the 
measured total stem growth per batch of 25 seeds. The horizontal axis 
measures weeks. The data of the 18th and 22nd week were spoiled; so 
the curve shows interruptions at these points. New Moon and full Moon 
phases are marked at the bottom by filled and open circles. Minor sec- 
tions (0.382) within the cycles from new Moon to new Moon are indi- 
cated by open triangles pointing downwards. They coincide with peaks 
in the data. Minor phases (0.382) phases within cycles from full Moon to 
full Moon are designated by open triangles pointing upwards. They go 
along with minima in the wheat growth. This relationship is all the more 
important as the results published by N. Kollerstrom are corroborated by 
wheat growth experiments performed by L. Kollisko (1936). 


Monthly temperature anomalies (t) 


1965 1970 1975 1980 1985 1990 


Figure 13: Monthly sea surface and land air temperature anoma- 
lies 1961-1989 for the tropical zone extending from 20N to 20S, 
after Houghton, Jenkins & Ephraums (1990). Strong peaks desig- 
nate ENSO events (El Nino + Southern Oscillation), a cyclic large 
scale atmosphere-ocean interaction with climatic effects through- 
out the Pacific region and far beyond. 


The connection presented in Figure 13, from J. T. Houghton, G. J. 
Jenkins and J. J. Ephraums (1990), solves a seemingly untractable prob- 
lem of climatology and meteorology: the prediction of El Nino. It repre- 
sents a cyclic large-scale atmosphere-sea interaction which has climatic 
effects throughout the Pacific region and far beyond. It is the only true 
global-scale oscillation that has been identified so far. This phenomenon is 
also called an ENSO event because of its links with the Southern Oscilla- 
tion, a fluctuation of the intertropical atmospheric oscillation. Every 
three to seven years normally cold waters over the entire eastern equato- 
rial Pacific Ocean show a dramatic warming of several °C which are as- 
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sociated with very large anomalies in global weather (Peixoto and Oort, 
1992). The inhibition of the upwelling of nutrient-rich cold waters causes 
the death of a large proportion of the plankton population and a strong de- 
cline in the numbers of surface fish, especially anchovies. Birds and tuna, 
which depend on small fish for food, leave or die. The gas from decaying 
fish and birds is said to be so powerful that it can blacken the paint of 
ships passing by. These conditions do tremendous damage to the Peruvian 
economy. 

The curve in Figure 13 plots the monthly sea surface and land air tem- 
perature anomalies 1961-1989 for the tropical zone extending from 20° 
N to 20° S. The stronger peaks indicate ENSO events. After the BFS 
1968, marked by a big arrow, all SFS's, designated by open triangles, 
coincided with peaks in the plot. The same is true for all major sections 
(filled circles) within cycles formed by consecutive SFS's. In the case of 
SFC's longer than eight years, also the minor sections (filled diamond) 
went along with peaks. Troughs in the time series were rather exactly 
linked to midpoints (small arrows) in between consecutive crucial 
phases. Before the nodal phase of a big finger in 1968, the pattern was 
reversed. SFS's, as well as majors and minors with small finger cycles, 
coincided with troughs, and the midpoints between these phases went 
along with peaks. The SFC running from SFS 1990.3 to SFS 1998.6 is 
longer than 8 years. Thus, the minor in 1993, the major in 1995, and the 
SFS in 1998 should coincide with peaks in the monthly temperature 
anomalies. As to 1993 this has become true already. The years 1995/1996 
and 1998/1999 should see further positive temperature anomalies. 

Now we may look back to Figure 6 to understand it entirely. The con- 
secutive starts (S) and tips (T) form cycles of half big fingers within 
which the major (filled circles) alternatively points to maxima and minima 
in the drought covered areas. There is also a phase reversal in this pattern 
after the nodal point BHS 1933. 


Figure 14: 
Distribution of 
energetic solar 
eruptions within the 
11-year sunspot 
cycle, from EOS 
(1988). 
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Figure 14, from EOS (1988), presents an important case: the 11-year 
sunspot cycle. Its inner structure has been openly exposed to inspection 
by a legion of scientists and even some engaged astrologers, but no one 
has realized—as far as I know—that its maximum falls on a minor 
(0.382) of the golden section. So I bring a secret to light that has been 
patent all the time. It seems to be true: we are only able to see what we 
already know. Interestingly, the solar latitude around 35°, where Sun- 
spots first appear in a new cycle, is indicated by the minor of the distance 
from equator to pole. The bars in Figure 14 indicate the distribution of 
highly energetic solar eruptions within the 11-year cycle. They are also 
related to the golden section. The sunspot cycle is a fractal; it comprises 
two sub-cycles: rise to maximum and fall to minimum. The strong erup- 
tions concentrate on the major (0.618) of the rising part, and on the mi- 
nor (0.382) and major (0.618) of the falling wing. 
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Figure 15: Changes in the snow cover of the Northern Hemi- 
sphere between January 1973 and March 1989, from Houghton, 
Jenkins & Ephraumis (1990) 


1975 


Figure 15, from J. T. Houghton, G. J. Jenkins, and J. J. Ephraums 
(1990), shows the changes in the snow cover in the northern hemisphere 
between January 1973 and March 1989. SFS's are indicated by arrow 
heads. The minor (0.382) within SFC's is marked by filled circles. Min- 
ima in the snow-covered areas coincide with SFS's and relative maxima 
with minor sections. Around 1993—as could have been predicted from 
the pattern—the snow cover reached a maximum again. The next mini- 
mum is expected in 1998. 

Now follows a rather complex example which corroborates our im- 
pression that Nature's imagination is more fertile than man's. Figure 16, 
from R. Mogey (1991), presents Wheeler's index of international battles. 
The data are structured by big finger cycles, the starts of which—1867, 
1901, 1933, 1968, and 2007—are designated by triangles. Alternatively, 
these starting phases are related to minima and maxima in the number of 
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Figure 16: Wheeler’s index of international battles, after Mogey (1991) 


battles. The next minimum of this kind, a peaceful period, should de- 
velop around the year 2007. Now the golden section comes in. We take 
the lengths of the respective big finger cycles and subject them to the 
golden section so that we get two inner points, the distance of the minor 
from the big finger's starting-phase and the distance of the major from 
this start. In our plot, the minor points are marked by filled circles and 
the major points by stars. We get a consistent alternating pattern, as with 
the starts of the big fingers. In the first complete big finger cycle on the 
left, the minor (filled circle) coincides with a peak in battles and the ma- 
jor (star) with a trough. In the following cycle the relation is reversed. 
Now the minor points to a trough and the major to a large peak, the First 
World War. The next cycle shows another reversal. The minor coincides 
with the battles of the Second World War and the major with a trough in 
the index. The Gulf war and the war in Yugoslavia consistently coincide 
with the star on the right. The epoch of this major phase is 1992. We are 
still living within the range of effect of this active phase. I stressed this 
already at a conference of the Foundation for the Study of Cycles in Chi- 
cago in 1992. Meanwhile we have got Somalia, Rwanda, and Yemen. 
Further forecasting is easy. The next period of relative peace is to be ex- 
pected around 2007, and the next war peak about 2021. These are rather 
special forecasts because we are dealing with specific time series. This is 
different from working with symbols. 

Figure 17, from G. W. Brier (1967), shows rainfall, measured by U.S. 
stations, in relation to the lunar day from the Moons lower culmination 
to the next one. We are interested in the subcycle designated by small 
arrows at the top. They run from lower transit to upper transit and from 
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upper transit to lower transit. The minor sections (0.382) within these 
subcycles are marked by fat arrows. They coincide with maxima in the 
precipitation data. 
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Chronobiology—research in biological clocks and circadian rhythms 
—is a promising new field of science. Figure 18, from A. T. Winfree 
(1987), shows some results found in man. The displayed circadian 
rhythms run from midnight to midnight (O ¢ IC to O o IC). Start and 
restart of the respective cycles are marked by arrows. 

About 10 minutes before 3 p.m. the threshold is higher by half. As 
can be seen in the bottom plots, at the same time numbness from anes- 
thesia lasts several times longer than at night. So we ought to visit the 
dentist in the early afternoon, just at the time indicated by the major of 
the golden section, marked by triangles. The curve at the top right plots 
the retention of alcohol in the blood. It reaches a maximum in the morn- 
ing just after 9 a.m., at the time of the minor. Implications for the prac- 
tice of medication and drinking are obvious. 


Golden Section and the Gauquelin Effect 


In my book Sun-Earth-Man I have produced evidence that man's ac- 
tivity and even creativity is linked to the Sun's activity. Heliocentric con- 
stellations of planets are involved in this connection, as they regulate the 
Sun's activity via its oscillations about the center of mass of the solar sys- 
tem. When we apply our knowledge about the fundamental importance 
of the golden section without any prejudice, we find that it plays a vital 
role, too, in geocentric constellations of Sun, Moon and planets. For man, 
the day is one of the most important cycles. The biologist A. T. Winfree 
(1987) put it this was: "We live on a rotating planet. We grew up here. 
For three billion years, life here has grown and adapted, passing from 
cell to cell in-numerable times in unbroken descent, generation after gen- 
eration. All the while, we have felt the sky brighten and darken again and 
again while the planet relentlessly rotated: a trillion cycles of brightness 
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Figure 18: Circadian rhythms in the Golden section, after Win- 
free (1987). Within cycles from midnight (q A IC) to midnight, 
marked by arrows, threshold of tooth pain and duration of numb- 
ness from scandicain or lidocain injection show a strong maxi- 
mum at the major (0.618) of the Golden section, whereas the mi- 
nor is linked to a maximum in retention of alcohol in the blood. 


and dark, never missing a beat, always felt deep in the chemical essence 
of what we are. We are well adapted to the pervasive rhythm of Sunrise 
and Sunset." This is also true of the rising and setting of the Moon and 
planets. 

Figure 19 shows a schematic representation of the diurnal circle. Sun, 
Moon and planets rise at R, reach upper culmination at UC, set at S, pass 
through the lower culmination at LC, and return to the rising point R. 
Actually, these are four cycles of different quality: from rising to the next 
rising, from upper culmination to upper culmination, from setting to set- 
ting, and from lower culmination to lower culmination. As these are real 
cycles that could have an inner structure, it is tempting to try what we get 
when we link individual birth times to the diurnal circle. The psycholo- 
gist M. Gauquelin from the University of Paris was curious to do this. 
When he took the birth times of thousands of eminent professionals from 
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well-defined vocational groups and investigated the corresponding dis- 
tribution of Sun, Moon and planets in the diurnal circle, he got a highly 
significant deviation from the expected random distribution as to Moon, 
Mars, Jupiter and Saturn, sometimes also Venus. The frequencies were 
considerably higher about one hour and a half after rising and upper cul- 
mination, and to a lesser degree at the opposite points. Though Gauque- 
lin’s statistical work was state of the art and could be reproduced with 
new data, there was much criticism because the accumulations in the di- 
urnal circle did not fall directly at or before the cardinal points risi 
culmination and setting, but built up in between , and not even symmetri- 
cally. Yet I could show (Landscheidt, 1991) that the accumulations are 
exactly related to the cardinal points in the diurnal circle when the golden 
section is taken into ac-count. 


270° 
uc 2488° 
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90° 
Figure 19: Schematic representation of Golden section 
divisions within cycles formed by the rotating earth. 


In our diagram, the origin of the diurnal circle of 360° is set at R, the 
rising point. We choose anti-clockwise direction, following the earth's 
rotation. To begin with, we look for the minor of the golden section in 
those four cycles we get, when we start from qualitatively different cardi- 
nal points. Multiplication of the circle of 360° by the minor 0.382 results 
in 137.5°. This is where we get when we start at the rising point R, the 
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origin 0°. The respective position is marked by a filled circle at the bottom 
right. Starting from LC, S, and UC results in 227.5°, 317.5° and 47.5°. 
We have only to add 137.5° to 90°, 180° and 270°. If we get a value 
greater than 360°, we have to subtract 360° to stay within the diurnal cir- 
cle of 360°. The four minor positions, all designated by filled circles, 
form a cross, I call Golden Cross 1. As we have seen, cycles can be 
nested in cycles because they are fractals. The horizontal semicircles 
from rising to setting and from setting to rising have got different quali- 
ties as day and night. The vertical semicircles with celestial bodies as- 
cending and descending are qualitatively different, too. Thus, we also 
calculate the positions of the minors in the four semicircles. We get the 
positions marked by open circles, which form Golden Cross 2. I was 
rather surprised when I saw that these golden crosses mark just those 
directions in the diurnal circle singled out by M. Gauquelin. 
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Figure 20: Linear representation of the diurnal circle of o'. 4. > 
and ) at the birth times of 11,000 prominent French professionals 
(top) and 19,000 eminent professionals from Italy, Belgium, the 
Netherlands, and Germany (bottom), after M. Gauquelin (1960) 
and J. M. Addey (1976). The peaks in this distribution consis- 
tently coincide with Gold Cross 2 (GK2) and the bottoms with 
Golden Cross 1 (GK1), 


Figure 20, after M. Gauquelin (1960) and J. M. Addey (1976), is a 
global, linear representation of Gauquelin's results. The curve at the top 
plots the positions of Mars, Jupiter, Saturn and Moon in the diurnal circle 
for 11,000 birth times of prominent French professionals. The distribu- 
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tion for 19,000 birth times of eminent professionals from Italy, Belgium, 
the Netherlands, and Germany is plotted at the bottom. All of the peaks 
in both plots coincide with the directions in the diurnal circle indicated 
by Golden Cross 2 (GK2), whereas the bottoms go along with the sec- 
tions of Golden Cross 1 (GK1). Arrows point to these crucial positions. 
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Figure 21: Mars distribution in the diurnal circle related to 
birth times of 2,299 famous sports champions (bottom) and 
4,506 actors and scientists (top) with character traits similar 
to sports champions, after M. and F. Gauquelin (1976). All 
of the peaks fall exactly at sections of Golden Cross 2 
(GK2), indicated by triangles. 


The connection gets even more precise, when we isolate special plan- 
ets and well-defined professional groups. In Figure 21, after M. and F. 
Gauquelin (1976), only the distribution of the planet Mars in the diurnal 
circle is shown. The distribution at the bottom was generated by the birth 
data of 2,299 sports champions. The plot at the top is related to the birth 
times of 4,506 scientists and actors with special biographies that stress 
character traits also found with successful sports champions. All of the 
maxima in the distributions fall exactly at the sections of Golden Cross 2 
(GK2), indicated by arrows. 

Figure 22, after M. Gauquelin (1973), presents the distribution of 
Mars for quite a different vocational group: 1,345 painters at the top, 703 
musicians in the middle, and 824 writers at the bottom. These are typical 
artists. Their biographies shun character traits usually found with sports 
champions. There is a complete reversal in the connection with the 
golden section patterns. Golden Cross 1 (GK1) is now narrowly corre- 
lated with peaks in the distribution and Golden cross 2 (GK2) with val- 
leys. Yet in some respects the groups differ. The musicians and writers 
show a connection with Golden Cross 4 (GK4) in different regions of the 
diurnal circle. This is a new feature that deserves special attention. 
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Figure 22: Diurnal Mars distribution based on the birth 
times of typical artists, after M. Gauquelin (1973). There is 
a reversal in the Golden section connections as compared to 
Fig. 20 & 21. 


Sun, Mercury & the Outer Planets are Included 


M. Gauquelin’s results were queer in so far as he did not find any cor- 
relations for the Sun, Mercury, and the planets beyond Saturn. This was 
incompatible with astrological experience. As the Sun is by far the most 
massive body in the solar system and the dominant center of regulation, 
its absence in the relationship was rather unnatural. It seemed reasonable 
to assume that a solution of this problem could be found by extending the 
golden section divisions of the diurnal circle to the major. Gold Crosses 
3 and 4 emerge, when we divide the diurnal circle as before, but use the 
major instead of the minor of the golden section. Figure 23 shows the re- 
sult. As expected, the further golden crosses close the gap. 

In 1987 T. Shanks made a thorough investigation of the diurnal distri- 
bution of Sun, Moon and all planets based on the birth times of 10,464 
eminent professionals from six vocational groups. He assessed the fre- 
quency of the ten investigated celestial bodies in 72 sectors of the diurnal 
circle and plotted the results for each body and each vocational group 
separately. The expected chance distribution was assessed by 50 control 
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Figure 23: Schematic representation of Golden section di- 
visions within cycles formed by the rotating earth as in Fig. 
19, but based on the major (0.618) instead of the minor. The 
resulting Golden Crosses 3 (GK3) and 4 (GK4) are corre- 
lated with diurnal positions of O, % and planets beyond 5 
at the birth times of prominent professionals. 


groups. The plots showed the deviations from these expected frequencies 
in the 72 sectors. The results were published at the 6" International As- 
trological Research Conference in London. From this material I selected 
the results for Sun, Mercury, Uranus, Neptune and Pluto. Then I chose 
for each of the five celestial bodies and each of the six professions the 
three strongest deviations from the expected frequencies and recorded 
how often they fell into 36 sectors of 10°. I obtained the distribution pre- 
sented in Figure 24. It was subjected to a Gaussian low-pass filter. 

The peaks alternatively conform with Golden Cross 3 (GK3) and 
Golden Cross 4 (GK4), derived from the minor. Out of 90 cases, 65 fall 
into 16 golden cross sectors and only 25 into the 20 sectors in between. A 
statistical evaluation of this distribution yields 7° = 28 for 1 degree of free- 
dom. The probability that this pattern is the result of chance is less than 1 
in 6 million. This outcome is strong enough to support a working hypothe- 
sis that can serve as a base for further detailed investigations. Naturally, 
these results have to be checked by replications with new data. Yet it 
should be kept in mind that the upshot conforms with a wealth of other rela- 
tionships with the golden section that are to be found in many different 
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fields and form a consistent pattern. It should be noted, too, that the golden 
section is a principle of nature, as we shall see in the last part of this paper 
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Figure 24: Special diurnal distribution of O, %, , ¥ and P at the 
birth times of 10,464 eminent professionals from six vocational 
groups. Peaks consistently fall at Golden Crosses 3 and 4 (GK3 & 
GK4), and troughs at Golden Cross 2 (GK2) 


Golden Aspects 


The golden section divisions within cycles formed by the rotating 
earth may be considered a set of astrological aspects. The complete set 
emerges when we superimpose the two schematic diagrams in Figures 19 
and 23, related to minor and major of the golden section, and compare all 
of those angles we find on the right and on the left of the origin 0°. Imag- 
ine that you are standing at the rising point R, or 0°, of the diurnal circle 
and are looking over to the setting point at 180°. Then the superimposed 
golden section divisions on your right form the set 21.25°, 42.49°, 
47.51°, 68.75°, 111.25°, 132.49°, 137.51° and 158.75°. The angles 
338.75°, 317.51°, 312.49° and so forth, on your left repeat the set on 
your right when subtracted from 360°. If we extend the fractal beyond 
the semicircle and include the quarter circle, the golden section operation 
generates the additional angles 34.38°, 55.62°, 124.38° and 145.62°. It is 
not an arbitrary procedure to divide cycles in halves and quarters. Obser- 
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vation shows that spectral peaks can appear at twice and four times the 
driving frequency, or at half or a quarter of it (Burroughs, 1992). Statisti- 
cal tests indicate that the twelve golden aspects in the complete set are 
reliable. 
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Figure 25: Angular separation of Sun and Galactic Center 
in birth charts of 600 celebrities. Results shown are from 
maximum entropy spectral analysis (plot on left) and 
Blackman-Tukey power spectrum (on right). 


The result presented in Figure 25 shows that significant results can be 
achieved with relatively few cases. I took a sample of 600 celebrities 
from the German encyclopedia Das kluge Alphabet and measured the 
angular separation of Sun and galactic center. This makes sense as both 
of these elements are centers of regulation that are part of a cosmic hier- 
archy (Landscheidt, 1973). The left plot in Figure 25 shows the result of 
a maximum entropy spectral analysis of the distribution of the angular 
separations. The maximum entropy method—developed by J. P. Burg 
(1975)—is a new form of spectral variance analysis which shows much 
higher resolution than earlier methods, especially at lower frequencies. 
The four sharp peaks solely point to angles derived from golden section 
divisions: 137.5°, 68.8°, 47.5° and 34.4°. The plot on the right shows the 
Blackman-Tukey power spectrum (Blackman and Tukey, 1959). It is 
much coarser than the maximum entropy spectrum, but can be evaluated 
by special tests of significance. The first two peaks are well beyond the 
99% confidence level. Similar investigations into 108 strong earth- 
quakes, 132 heavy volcanic eruptions, 1,024 scientists, and 988 chief 
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executive officers have yielded highly significant results that corroborate 
the validity of the golden aspects, though in a more differentiated way 
than presented here. It would go beyond the frame of this paper to ex- 
plain these additional results in detail. 

According to my experience, the interpretation of golden aspects in 
individual charts and also the prediction of trends by means of golden 
transits yield practical results that go beyond the possibilities of tradi- 
tional astrology. I shall delve into this complex topic in a special paper 
focusing on practice. 


The Golden Section: A Principle of Nature 


When we look back at the wealth of results that has yielded from our 
inquiry into the function of the golden section in diverse fields, the con- 
clusion suggests itself that we are dealing with a principle of Nature. 
Modern research corroborates this inference. The golden section plays a 
central part in the KAM-theorem, developed by the mathematician A. N. 
Kolmogorov (1979), W. T. Arnold (1963), and J. Moser (1973). This 
theorem says that instability catastrophes in planetary systems can be 
prevented by planetary periods of revolution that form highly irrational 
quotients, whereas commensurable ratios—quotients formed by simple 
integers like 1 to 1, 1 to 2, 2 to 3, and so on—can induce resonance ca- 
tastrophes by amplifications of disturbances. Mathematically, the golden 
number G is the most irrational of all irrational numbers. Thus, the stabil- 
ity of planetary orbits, including the Earth's path, hinges on the golden 
section. Similarly, the physicist J. Greene (1979) provided proof that in- 
stability in plasma, the fourth state of matter, does not occur when quasi- 
periodic oscillations prevail that are governed by the golden section. In 
my book Astrology: Hope of a Science? I have shown that irrational and 
rational numbers, stability and instability, and, revealingly, the golden 
section and resonance configurations like conjunctions, oppositions and 
squares form a polarity, the poles of which represent opposite properties 
like close and open systems, geometry and algebra, asymmetry and sym- 
metry, circle and straight line, female and male. 

This can have far-reaching implications. It is well-known that there is 
a 28-day cycle of menstruation and ovulation which begins on the first 
day of menstrual period. Research published by the physician F. 
Benendo shows that the question: “boy or girl?” can be answered. Con- 
ception just in the middle of the cycle, at the time of ovulation, plus or 
minus one day, gives an 85% chance of a boy; whereas conception on the 
10 day of the cycle, plus or minus one day, is linked with an 87% 
chance of a girl (Thumshirn, 1975). Intriguingly, the 10" day falls on the 
minor of the ovulation cycle of 28 days (28 multiplied by 0.382 is equal 
to 10.7). So the female sex shows a close relationship with the golden 
section and stability, whereas the male sex is exposed to instability, indi- 
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cated by the resonance ratio 1 to 2. No wonder that women have got a 
more stable health and live longer than men. Even mentally women are 
more stable. Yet there are always advantages and disadvantages. 

Now we can understand, too, why on the 17" day of the 28-day men- 
strual cycle the chance of a cure after breast tumor surgery is so much 
better than at other times in the cycle. The major of the 28-day cycle just 
falls at the 17 day (28 multiplied by 0.618 is equal to 17.3). Cancer is 
linked to disorder and instability. To fight it, the most stable phase in the 
menstrual cycle, the major section, seems to be best for a cure. Yet it 
should be taken into consideration that the menstrual cycle is an individ- 
ual feature that can have different lengths in different women. 


The Golden Section and the Length of Sunspot Cycles 


At this point we are also in the position to answer the question asked 
at the beginning: Why has the 11-year sunspot cycle just this length? We 
know that the stability of the planetary system hinges on the Golden sec- 
tion, which is intimately connected with five-fold symmetry that emerges 
in the Sun's dynamics, which again is related to the Sun's activity. Thus, 
it seems plausible to assume that main features of solar activity like sun- 
spot cycles are closely connected with the Golden section. This is so in- 
deed. The real cycle of sunspot activity is the magnetic Hale cycle of 
22.1 years. The Sun's global magnetic field varies over this period, dur- 
ing which the field reverses and is restored to its original polarity. One 
such Hale cycle comprises two successive 11-year cycles with opposite 
magnetic polarities. 

As we have seen, the mean interval covered by big fingers is 178.8 
years + 5 = 35.76 years. The big finger cycle (BFC) of this length does 
not only show a high degree of correlation with the Gleissberg cycle that 
modulates the intensity of sunspot activity and climate on Earth, but also 
an exact relationship with the magnetic Hale cycle of 22.1 years and the 
sunspot cycle of 11.05 years. The golden number G = 0.618..—mathe- 
matically the most irrational of all irrational numbers—represents the 
golden mean. When multiplied by the length of the BFC, the exact Hale 
period emerges: 


35.75 years [BFC] x 0.618 [G] = 22.1 years [Hale cycle] 


The 22-year cycle is a dominant feature in the global record of marine 
air temperatures, consisting of shipboard temperatures measured at night 
(Burroughs, 1992), the detrended Central England temperature record of 
A.D. 1700 to 1900 (Mason, 1976), and the drought severity index cover- 
ing different areas of Western United States (Mitchell, Stockton and 
Meko, 1979). R. W. Fairbridge & C. Hillaire-Marcel (1977) found evi- 
dence of the double Hale cycle in beach ridge formations going back to 
8,000 B.C. 
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The exact length of the 11-year sunspot cycle appears, when multipli- 
cation by the golden number is applied to a half big finger (HBF): 


17.88 years [HBF] x 0.618 [G] = 11.05 years [Sunspot cycle] 


Thus, it becomes apparent that the length of the magnetic Hale cycle 
and of the 11-year sunspot cycle is connected with fivefold symmetry in 
the Sun’s oscillations about the invisible center of mass of the solar sys- 
tem and the constellations of Sun and planets that generate it. We could 
also say that the length of these important cycles of solar activity can be 
explained in astrological terms. Yet this aspect becomes accessible only 
when we follow Kepler, Galileo and Newton, who integrated astrological 
or alchemical imagination with methods and insights of modern science. 
Astrologers should acknowledge as well as scientists that we need a 
genuine interdisciplinary approach that combines the all-embracing as- 
trological world-view with recent results in progressive science. 

The more obvious 11-year sunspot cycle is much less prevalent in 
climatic data than the magnetic Hale cycle, though there are much more 
investigations looking for potential connections between the 11-year cy- 
cle and climate. The only solid link has been established by K. Labitzke 
and H. van Loon (1990). It correlates solar flux with quasi-biennial os- 
cillation (QBO), 700 mb height and surface temperatures. 


Further Connections 


Those readers, who have been patient enough to come to this point 
will be able to see the Golden section anywhere in the cosmic environ- 
ment. J. L. Lehman (1994), stimulated by findings of Project Hindsight, 
has drawn attention to a special Mars pattern in the diurnal cycle which 
emerges when births during the day are separated from births during the 
night. In both of the separated groups only one maximum and one 
minimum appeared in the distribution, but such that the maximum in one 
group matched the minimum in the other group, and vice versa. A Pear- 
son test reveals that these patterns reach a much higher level of signifi- 
cance than the Gauquelin "plus zones”. If J. L. Lehman had been aware 
of the cosmic function of the Golden section, she would have seen a 
close connection with golden aspects. The frequency distribution of day- 
born painters and musicians from the Gauquelin data shows a maximum 
close to 68.8° after rising, whereas the maximum of the night-born 
members of this group is near 68.8° before rising. Night-born politicians 
and actors show the same pattern. With military leaders and sports 
champions the maxima shifts from 68.8° to 111.3°. It should be noted 
that 111.3° and 68.8° represent the major and minor of a half circle of 
180°. The two groups investigated by J. L. Lehman also result from a 
division into halves. This is only the rough picture. A closer examination 


29 


Landscheidt: The Golden Section 


yields details that point to differences between the professional groups. 

It would be interesting to deal with the frequency distribution of 
Moon, Venus, Mars, Jupiter and Saturn in the diurnal circle related to the 
birth data of 1,053 lesbians, presented by F. Schneider-Gauquelin (1993). 
Some of the most outstanding patterns that could explain lesbian inclina- 
tions astrologically are not linked to Gauquelin "plus zones" but to 
golden crosses. Yet this would go beyond the frame of this paper. I hope 
that those readers who are in resonance with the golden section will do 
investigations of their own. 
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Michael Jackson 


VIRGINIA REYER 


ICHAEL Joseph Jackson, an exceptionally talented entertainer, 

is the seventh of nine children, the son of Katherine, a Jeho- 

(@/ vah’s Witness, and Joe Jackson, a steelworker. In 1962 his 

father, a strict often ill-tempered disciplinarian, organized a 

family musical group, which Michael joined a year later when he was 

aged 6 years. By the time he was 11 the Jackson Five had already sold 

six Gold records, and he made his first solo record at 13. In the 1980s he 

was named “Artist of the Decade.” His album Thriller is the biggest- 

selling solo record of all times and his earnings from it have been enor- 
mous. 


Michael Jackson 


14:53 pm COT 


29th August 1958 


Gary, Indiana 


Jackson was born the day following a full moon, with the ) in 
squaring the rising degree in [I and applying to 0 ». The ) at the equal- 
house 10" cusp has brought him world-wide publicity, while the afflic- 
tions from the ) O, the % o° and the ¥ g to the Ascendant have combined 
to stultify his psychological development. 

*% & the Ascendant, combined with the » z ¥ and the ) o %, has also 
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given him bad skin troubles. He has a disease called vitilago, which 
causes white spots to appear on his skin. He appears to have bleached 
himself in an attempt to cancel out the spots, which act destroyed his 
natural protective skin safeguards, making sunlight dangerous to him. 
There are also suggestions that he suffers from Lupus, an auto-immune 
disease. 

With ¥/2 =IC (daring to bring about 
dramatic changes) he has undergone 
cosmetic surgery on several occasions. 
O ¢ B can relate to someone who under- 
goes a total conversion of the self in a 
moral or religious sense, but here it 
seems to relate to Michael Jackson’s 
many attempts to physically alter 
himself. 

The Ascendant at 16°50°I is very 
close to the Q of X at 16°44’, and this 
has given him an excitable nervous 
personality. The ¥ Q has undoubtedly 
helped him in succeed as a dancer but it 
must be very difficult to live with. 2 0 
is another indication of his great artistic abilities, as is the ¥/2 midpoint at 
the IC. 

The square from the ) to the Ascendant has given him an apparent 
carefree attitude, but because of ) O % afflicting the rising degree there 
are emotional difficulties and problems in any kind of relationship. These 
problems are only heightened by the square from the 12" house ’ to &, 
his Ascendant ruler. 

Michael Jackson has been married twice. His first wife was Lisa 
Marie Presley (the daughter of Elvis). They married on 18 May 1994 in 
a secret ceremony in the Dominican Republic. They divorced on 18" 
January 1996. 

He married his dermatologist’s assistant, Debbie Rowe, on 14" No- 
vember 1996 in Australia. This marriage, which has been called a rent-a- 
womb arrangement, also ended in a divorce, on 8" October 1999. The 
second wife was given a multi-million-dollar payout to give up the rights 
of the two children from their marriage. She is currently suing in Santa 
Barbara Supreme Court to regain custody of the children. 

The great wealth he has earned from his recordings is indicated by the ) 
close to the 11" Placidus cusp (income from the profession) with her dispositor 
\ strengthened both by its mutual reception with the angular MC-ruler, , and 
by its close contact by antiscion to B. 

The square from o in 8, the sign of its detriment, to the 2 o X and to 
his Ascendant-ruler ¥ from the 12" house is very dangerous. With 2 and 
8 being the co-rulers of his 5" house of children, play and games, to- 
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gether with the severe affliction of the ) Oo % and ¥ a the Ascendant, we 
see his desire to stay a child forever in Neverland (the name he has given 
to his home) and avoid growing up into »’s adult world. O ¢ B confirms 
his anti-social tendencies. These same aspects have led him to be accused 
of being a serial pedophile. 

% z¥, with » opposing the Ascendant and squared by the elevated ), 
is a warning that his darkest secrets could eventually come out into pub- 
lic scrutiny. He is a moody person who suffers from loneliness; with the 
O ¢ Bin the 4" house, he is very much a lonely genius. These sharp 
aspects that involve the Ascendant also indicate intense paranoia, terrific 
illusions, and persecution feelings. He claims he is a victim of a conspiracy 
and has made a list of twenty-five enemies, which include famous Hollywood 
personalities. 

¥ on the 6" cusp points to poor health and difficulties with alcohol 
and/or drugs. Rumor has it that on more than one occasion he has 
checked into rehabilitation sanatoriums attempting to cure his alcoholic 
habits. 

In 1993 he was accused of molesting a young boy. The charges were 
dropped after he paid the parents over $22-million. 

His most recent accuser, a boy with only one kidney, claims he was plied 
with alcohol and then sexually molested in February and March 2003. Jackson 
tumed himself in to the police to answer these charges at 12:05 PM on 21" No- 
vember 2003 in Santa Barbara, California. He was booked at 1:53 pm the same 
day. The following day he was arrested at 10:24 AM (solar eclipse of 23° No- 
vember was at 1°14” x’, O natal ). He was released on a $3-million bail. The 
arrest warrant alleges multiple counts of child molestation. 

Although brought up as a Jehovah’s Witness, on 8" December 2003, just 16 
days after his appearance at the police station, he became a member of the Na- 
tion of Islam. The coincidence of the dates is such that one is tempted to cyni- 
cally suggest a relationship between the two events, this dramatic switch away 
from being a member of the Jehovah’s Witnesses occurring simply to gather 
some form of support. Within days several heavyset members of the Nation of 
Islam were seen patrolling around the grounds of Jackson’s estate, apparently 
guarding him from intruders. There is the clear indicator of > 2 ¥ paranoia in 
his horoscope, but there is also the religious-conversion indication of O ¢ P. 

His 2004 solar return, cast for the site of the trial, has the © at the IC, ¢ 0’, 
from where it is  ¥ at the MC—unexpected attack on his reputation. %, the 
Ascendant-ruler, is retrograde in Q, closely opposed by the ) from the 9” 
house—legal problems. 

The lunar return of 9"* March 2005, at which time the trial was in its second 
week, has at the MC opposed by o’, both square to the Ascendant at Santa 
Maria. The unfortunate 0 is rising with the @; there is a close conjunction of 
the two lights in } in the 5 house. 

The next lunar return, for 6 April 2005, has 4 opposing the © and the T 
Ascendant—opposition from those in authority. o’, the Ascendant ruler, is 4 
from the 11", where o is o ¥. There is a wide ) ¢ X in the 12" house, with the 
) exactly » ¥. These are indications of restraints to his freedom. 
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Michael Jackson 


KEN GILLMAN 


HE TRIAL began on 28" February 2005 with transiting 2 op- 

posing Michael Jackson’s P (a showdown, initiation into the 

facts of life), transit ¥ opposing his natal O (lifted overnight to 

highest pinnacle of fame, or dashed to the ground in ignominy), 
and, appropriately, transit 3 aspecting his natal 9 (his hidden actions and 
secrets are discussed openly in public). 


Michael Jackson 
Trial begins 


9:00 AM PST 
28th February 2005 


‘Santa Maria, California 


‘486, 120026 


Jackson is signified by the 7" house and its ruler, his accusers by the 
Ascendant and its ruler. Both of these rulers are exalted: the 7" house 
ruler, o’, is in 6; the Ascendant ruler, 2, in H. 

There is a sextile from the 11™ house 2 ¢ X to the Ascendant, and a 
trine from the same conjunction to the Descendant—at Jackson’s birth 
there was a 2 ¢ ¥ at his IC, sextile to his Ascendant and trine to his ». 

Ruler of the Ascendant in the 11" house shows that Jackson’s accuser 
was a child (11™ house is the 5" from the Descendant) when he came 
into contact with the defendant. ¥ at the 11" cusp could then relate to 
Jackson plying the young boy with alcohol, yet wherever ¥ is can just as 
easily point to false testimony. The 11" house also represents the jury. 

The movement of the ) will tell us something about events during the 
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course of the trial and how these affect both public opinion and the final 
outcome () rules the 4"). The ) is in the sign of her fall close to the 7” 
cusp, pointing to the intense public focus on the defendant. Her initial 
aspect is to A Q, the significator of the prosecution, and this is just 4’ off 
from being exact at the start of the proceedings. This tells us that the 
prosecution’s initial statements had a positive influence on the jury. 

The ) then trines X, moves on to trine the O, is * o, 4 %, and finally 
4 §. Each of these contacts identifies different important phases of the 
trial—the aspect of the ) to ¥, for example, probably symbolizes Jack- 
son’s unexpected appearance in his pajamas during the second week of 
the trial. 

The )’s final aspect, its trine to % is the most important of this series 
of aspects simply because it is the final aspect the ) makes before mov- 
ing into the next sign. 

% is in the 12” House and H is the very worst sign ¥ can be in; there 
the planet is extremely debilitated. It is also afflicted by its square to P. 
8 rules the 2"* (evidence of the prosecution) and 6" (defendant’s self- 
incrimination) houses, and is also involved with the 3“ house (the testi- 
mony of the witnesses the prosecution brings). The result of the trial 
depends, therefore, as it should, on the believability of the evidence and 
witnesses the prosecution presents. The inherent weakness of ¥, suggests 
these can be undermined and called into question by the defense, who 
will say the accusing boy is a liar. The placement of o’, exalted in 4, the 
significator of the defendant, as the most elevated planet in the chart, 
suggests that such attacks on the truthfulness of the accusations will be 
successful. 

In a non-jury case both the judge and the verdict are signified by the 
10" house, its ruler and planets located in the 10", which makes sense as 
in that situation the judge is the sole arbiter and will decide the verdict 
himself. In the case of a jury trial, however, the situation has changed. 
Now it is the jury who hand down the verdict, while the judge presides 
over the trial and directs the jury whenever necessary. The Michael 
Jackson trial has a jury. The judge continues to be signified by the 10" 
house, its ruler and planets located in it, but which house now signifies 
the verdict? It would seem that it should be either the 11" house, which 
is where the jury is located, or the 4" house, which is where we find the 
final outcome of the trial. Verdict and outcome are not synonymous; the 
verdict is guilty or not on each of the various charges; the outcome is the 
result of the sentencing, which will be the result of a subsequent hearing 
on another date. Even so, allocating verdict to the 4" house appears 
more correct than placing it in the 11". If this is correct, then with the ) 
ruling the 4" house, we see that her first aspect is to Q, the significator of 
the prosecution, and just as the ) goes to 2, so the verdict-outcome 
would appear to go to the prosecution, which means that Michael Jack- 


son will be found to be guilty as charged. ey 
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To Judge 
or Not to Judge 


RUTH BAKER pracico Que casa. 


NE OF THE most important factors when drawing up a horary 
chart is that of deciding whether or not it is valid and therefore 
fit for judgment. This can sometimes present us with a problem 
in the sense that if we take William Lilly's Considerations be- 
fore Judgment (starting on page 121 of Christian Astrology) too literally, 
it may be that we are in danger of discarding perfectly good charts on the 
grounds of invalidity. Conversely, if we do not heed the warning signs, 
then we are in equal danger of making an erroneous or unwise judgment. 

When studying Christian Astrology we must bear in mind that Lilly 
was offering a technical manual, designed principally as an aid for the 
young student with a most easie Introduction to the whole Art of Astrol- 
ogy’. In other words, Lilly was demonstrating his methods in the role of 
instructor rather than as a practitioner of the Art, even though the charts 
he used as illustrations were from his own practice. 

Two of the considerations before judgment are particularly interest- 
ing. The first relates to the planetary hour, which according to the in- 
structions on page 121 should be in agreement with the ascendant, a) by 
rulership of the sign ascending, b) by having the same nature as the as- 
cending sign, and c) by having triplicity rulership of the ascending sign. 

It is significant that whether or not Lilly mentioned it in his judg- 
ments, he often recorded the planetary hour. Yet not all his charts meet 
this criterion. One very striking feature of Lilly's work is his meticulous 
attention to the verification of the charts under scrutiny, not only by 
planetary hour agreement and significators in relevant places, but also by 
very detailed description, often of both querent and quesited. Surprisingly 
few of his charts lack this kind of verification. 

Throughout Christian Astrology Lilly makes often quite lengthy ref- 
erences to astrologers who preceded him, such as Haly, Zael, Bonatus, 
Ptolemy and others. Sometimes he states clearly whether or not he agrees 
with them, and sometimes he makes no comment, leaving us to guess as 
to whether he agrees, disagrees or is merely reporting. Consideration #4 
is interesting in this respect. Lilly, referring to the placement of the ) 
writes ‘t's not safe to judge when the Dis in the later degrees of a sign, espe- 
cially in 7, Mor & or, as some say, when she is in the Via Combusta. 
Notice how Lilly qualifies the caution by the use of the words as some 
say' keeping us in the dark about his own opinion. He certainly does not 
tell us categorically to discard such charts; in fact two of the charts in 
Christian Astrology show his judgment with the ) in this position. 
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The following chart of my own, 'Will the hospital do me any good?’ 
is a telling example of a chart which at first sight does not look too prom- 
ising. There is no planetary hour agreement (although by way of mitiga- 
tion the hour ruler, 2, is angular), the ) is in the Via Combusta and not 
being within orb of any other planet is Void of Course at the time of the 
question, and the Ascendant is almost in the last degrees of Il. However, 
this cannot be brushed aside as an invalid chart. The ascending sign of I 
and its ruler § describe the querent's mind and body accurately. §, signifi- 
cator of the querent is in the 6" house of bodily infirmity. 9, the hour 
ruler, rules the 12" house of hospitals and the 6" house is ruled by 0’, 
significator of surgery. It was a complicated judgment because the quer- 
ent was severely disabled and there were many factors to take into ac- 
count, one of which concerned the total unsuitability of his wheelchair. 
Had I not judged the chart I would not have been able to give him the 
information he needed, which turned out to be correct and helpful. 


Will the hospital 


do me any good? 
4:01 p.m. GMT 


‘14th December 1998 


51N36, 0OW10 


2 hour, ) day 
) from * 2 through a void to 4 4 


(not his real name) asked this horary question after months 

“) of despair and discomfort, caused not only by his complex 
medical condition but also by his uncomfortable and practically 
unusable wheelchair. He wanted to know if there would be any 
benefit from his forthcoming hospitalization. I have taken the co- 


ill the hospital do me any good? My much loved friend Robert 
A 
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ordinates of his residence as I was there with him at the time of the 
question. 

There is no planetary hour agreement, but the hour ruler, 9, rules the 
12 house of confinement and is angular. The ) is in the Via Combusta, 
but in view of the querent's state this is not surprising. 

Robert, as querent is signified by the ascending sign of [I] and by its 
ruler, 2. This describes him accurately as thin, with piercing eyes and a 
razor-sharp intellect. ¥ is in detriment in the 6" house of sickness. Lilly 
says, If the Lord of the Ascendant be in the 6" it protracts the disease 
and is an argument of much affliction therein’. 


Sign | Exalt | Trp | Term | Face 
oe" z ¥ o % | Peregrine 
) c 2 c co ro Peregrine 
gy 4 e ¥ y g Detriment 
g > g > g 4 
J 2 5 g 2 >} Detriment 
4 \ g g g ¥ 
i) c 1} 4 * Q Fall 
® {e) = 4 Q y 


Robert's illness is described by the sign on the 6" house cusp, Tl, and 
its ruler, o, and by the )’s sign, also Tl.? The ) is in the sign, triplicity, 
term and face of 0, showing that Robert is totally controlled by his illness 
and disability. She is peregrine, in fall and Void of Course in the Via 
Combusta. The severity of the case is shown by the weak state of the 6” 
ruler, 0’, who is peregrine and in detriment. The sign on the 6" cusp, TM. is 
a fixed sign indicating an illness of long duration’. Tl is connected with 
bladder ailments’ and Robert's current trouble is located in the bladder. 
Lilly says that when the 6" house ruler is stronger than the Ascendant 
ruler (as it is in this chart), the disease is likely to increase. 

Places of confinement are represented by the 12" house and therefore 
Q is the significator of the hospital. 2, angular in the 7" house of the doc- 
tor, ruled by \, is strong and in her own term and also rules the hour. 
Although strong, @ is afflicted by her application by square to a mali- 
ciously peregrine and detrimented o. The ) separates from * 2; one hos- 
pital appointment has been cancelled. 

Will the hospitalization do any good? There is no applying aspect be- 
tween Robert's significator and @ the hospital, and, as mentioned, the ) 
is Void of Course. The aspect between @ and of is by a difficult square. 


| Christian Astrology, p.284. 
? Dbid., p.282. 

3 Dbid., p.248. 

4 bid., p. 97. 

* Dbid., pp. 54 & 282. 
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& also rules surgery and is conjunct the fixed star Vindemiatrix. Ebertin 
writes of this configuration that it brings ‘danger of injury' and Robson 
connects it with rashness. With o in detriment and peregrine, 2 applying 
by square aspect, and the ) Void of Course, peregrine and in fall, an op- 
eration doesn't seem to be a very good idea. 

The 10" house ruler, %, rules the medicine or the treatment, and there- 
fore signifies any drugs which will be given to Robert. » is posited in the 
11 house of hope and confidence, but is in fall and retrograde. Lilly 
says that if the 10" house ruler is unfortunate the medicine is improper’. 
Therefore it doesn't seem that any prescribed treatment will have the de- 
sired effect. The presence of the & in the 10" does not bode well either. 

The pressing problem is the wheelchair, which as Robert's property is 
represented by the 2* house ruler, the ). Its debilitated condition makes 
it the weakest planet in the chart. As the present chair is utterly useless I 
looked for a ray of hope. The ) is almost within orb of a trine to fortu- 
nate 4 who also rules the 7” house of the doctor. With 4 so strong and 
conjunct the 11" cusp I thought that at least the chair situation might be 
improved in time. 

The end of the matter for Robert is shown by the 4" house ruler, the 
O. Angular in the 7” house of the doctor, the © is the natural symbol of 
those in authority to whom application would need to be made for the 
necessary funding should a new chair be recommended. The O is pere- 
grine, but in the sign and triplicity of 4 and in mixed reception with the 
10" house ruler % to whom he applies by trine aspect. The mutual recep- 
tion between Robert's significator, ¥ and that of the doctor, 4, made me 
think that the doctor would be sympathetic to his special needs. 

I was not able to give Robert much by way of good news about his 
actual illness and he does not like prevarication. I told him that I did not 
think the doctors would advise an operation and that drugs would not be 
very effective. However, because the ), significator of the chair, was so 
nearly within orb of a trine aspect to 4 and because 2 and \ are the 
strongest planets in the chart, I though that at least the chair situation 
would be improved. @ is in the 3“ house of short journeys! 

The hospital doctors eventually decided that an operation would be 
too risky in view of Robert's weak state. A new drug was prescribed, but 
had to be abandoned because of severe side effects. But the doctors did 
decide that a new wheelchair was a necessity, and a mould was made and 
tried out with great success. After a much delay and frustration the nec- 
essary funding was agreed and Robert was provided with an excellent new 
chair which enabled him to get up from about 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. each day 
which greatly pleased him, even though his .general condition remained 
basically unimproved. Sadly Robert left us in 2001—we still miss the 
comfort of his love. 


* Tbid., p. 282. 2 
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JOHN FRAWLEY 


OR MOST of us, the first introduction to astrology came as we 
attempted to find out if the girl or boy on the school bus was 
ever going to smile in our direction. Somehow the O-sign col- 
umns, by virtue of being written in black and white in the pa- 
pers or magazines, carried more conviction than pulling the leaves off 
twigs to find out if she loved me or she loved me not. And as we started, 
so we continue, for in most astrological enquiries it is the seventh house, 
the house of relationships, that is the prime focus of interest. 

The seventh is the house of the marriage partner, or the ‘significant 
other in our life. This is true even if the significant other in question is 
but a hopeless dream who persistently refuses to acknowledge our exis- 
tence. So in a hor ary, the seventh is the house under consideration 
whether the question is “Does the girl next door love me?’ or ‘Does Julia 
Roberts love me? 

There can be ambivalence when we are considering whether to pro- 
mote someone from eleventh house to seventh house duties—that is, 
whether to deepen a friendship. As ever, the thrust of the question will 
show the house concerned. So as the question boils down to “Does she 
love me? or ‘Is there a future in this relationship?” it is usually a sev- 
enth-house matter, whether or not we already have some sort of relation- 
ship with the person involved. 

It most certainly remains a seventh-house matter when considering 
the slightly less significant others: the passing fancies, or the bit on the 
side. As we saw when discussing the fifth house, it is seventh house for 
the person, fifth house for what you do with them’. This can, of course, 
create ambivalence when there is more than one relationship on the go at 
once. In a question about a three-way relationship, the person actually 
asked about will usually get the seventh house. Receptions will guide us 
to the planet that signifies the other party. For instance, it is common to 
find either the planets of the two spouses to be ruled by the planet signi- 
fying the lover, or the planet of querent and lover to be ruled by the sig- 
nificator of the other spouse. The chart reflects the politics of the situa- 
tion: the power that the players hold over each other. 

* is often significator of the other spouse, who is seen as the ‘Great 
Malefic’ bent on destroying everyone's fun. Any planet conjunct one of 
the main significators almost certainly shows an involvement elsewhere: 
in the old texts the word ‘copulation’ is used as a synonym for con- 
junction , which makes the point quite clearly enough! 
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A woman asked a horary: “When will I meet a man?” Her planet was 
closely conjunct two other planets, so I asked her, “What about the two 
men that you are already seeing?” “They dont count!” she replied. In- 
deed, the lack of any reception between these conjunct planets made 
this clear: they may have come together, but there was no glue to hold 
them tight. 

The opposition of first and seventh houses divides the chart into two. 
The eastern side, centered around the first house, is ‘our’ side; the west- 
ern side, centered on the seventh, is for the other people. So if the natal 
chart has most planets clustered around the Ascendant, we usually find 
the native comparatively self-contained. If most planets are on the other 
side of the chart, the native has a keen involvement with the outside 
world. 

When the Lord of the Ascendant or the Lord of the Seventh is placed 
near the opposite angle, the point is made all the more clearly. Lord of 
the Ascendant on the seventh cusp: you chase the boys. Lord of the sev- 
enth on the Ascendant: the boys chase you. A natal chart had the Lord 
of the seventh just on the first cusp, showing exactly that: the native 
was very popular with men. This planet, furthermore, was conjunct the 
Ascendant ruler by antiscion. As antiscion shows covert things, we see 
that she was forever being lured into illicit affairs. 

In the nativity, we can learn a great deal about the marriage and how 
the partners will relate to each other by studying the first and seventh 
houses and the relationship between their ruling planets. We must al- 
ways be aware, however, of the other house of marriage: the tenth. The 
further back we look in the astrological literature, the more we find mar- 
riage located in the tenth, rather than the seventh house. The reasons for 
this are still relevant today. The tenth is marriage seen as a social func- 
tion: the dynastic or royal marriage would be an example here. The 
seventh shows marriage as a union of two people. Especially when con- 
sidering natal or horary charts for people of Indian or Pakistani back- 
ground, the tenth can have far more to do with the issue than the sev- 
enth. 

There is a similar difference between the Arabian Part of Marriage 
and the Parts of Marriage of Men and of Marriage of Women. The latter 
relate to the tenth-house conception of marriage, while the former 
shows the seventh-house side of it. 

Morinus called the triangle of houses based on the seventh the Trip- 
licity of Marriage or Love. He said that there are three ways in which 
man is joined to his fellow man. Most importantly, is that of the body, 
which we call Matrimony’ and which has the seventh house. Second in 
rank comes union by blood, ‘which constitutes Brethren and Kindred, in 
the Third House’. Finally comes ‘that of simple benevolence or favor, 
whence do arise friends, in the 11th house . 
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Union by body is not, however, always harmonious: we are just as 
tightly engaged when we are wrestling—so the seventh is also the house 
of open enemies. The astrologer does not have so much scope for judg- 
ing battle charts nowadays, but this meaning of the seventh is still impor- 
tant. 

In judging charts for sporting contests, we weigh the first house 
against the seventh house to find out who will win. If the chart is a ho- 
rary, we work mainly by the planets relative dignity. If it is a chart cast 
for the start of the event, dignity has little importance and we work pri- 
marily from the movement of the planets. Such event charts can give re- 
sults of great accuracy—even to the extent of allowing prediction of the 
final score, as I have demonstrated on TV on numerous occasions. The 
problem is that the techniques do not work for day-to-day matches. They 
work excellently for the high-profile, one-off” games like cup finals, but 
are no use at all at 3 oclock on a Saturday afternoon, when fifty or sixty 
first-class football matches are kicking off at the same time, with similar 
charts. No help in winning the pools, then! 

The first-seventh axis is also what we consider in charts for court 
cases. In a straight contest—an arm-wrestling match, for instance—we 
weigh the first and the seventh to see which is the stronger: that person 
will win. A trial chart has the notable difference that the case is decided 
not by wrestling one to one, but by the decision of a judge and jury. 

In a horary chart about a civil action, the relative strength of the rulers 
of the first and seventh houses is less significant than their relationship 
with the rulers of the tenth and the fourth. If the Lord of the first or the 
seventh has a lot of essential dignity, it usually shows that this person has 
right on his side. Unfortunately, this does not necessarily mean that they 
will win. 

The ruler of the tenth shows the judge, or, more broadly, the judicial 
system. It is not necessary to distinguish between judge and jury. If 
there is reception and aspect between the ruler of the tenth and one or 
other of the parties involved, that party will win—right or wrong. 

The fourth house is ‘they end of the matter’, which phrase has a spe- 
cific meaning in legal contexts: it is the verdict. In court, of course, eve- 
ryone gets the verdict, whether they win or lose. In the chart, the verdict 
is like a prize: whoever gets to it will win. So if our horary shows the 
Ascendant ruler applying to conjunct the ruler of the fourth, we have 
good news: the querent gets to the prize and wins the case. 

Criminal cases are different, as they are not a straight fight: they are 
the person against the Crown. When considering the outcome, we must 
look at what is going to happen to the accusers significator. If it is about 
to lose a lot of dignity, we see him being convicted. If improving its posi- 
tion, he will go free. These charts show with surprising frequency the 
significator entering its fall: the person is, quite literally, ‘being down’. 
As a general principle, it is remarkable just how literally we can take the 
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astrological chart. 

As well as emotional partners, the seventh shows our business part- 
ners. Judgments on this matter need to be approached with a dose of com- 
mon sense: it is easy to make judgments grounded firmly in fairy-land. 
We should not expect to find the kind of relationship between business 
partners that we would between husband and wife. It is not even signifi- 
cant that there is no reception between their planets—provided that they 
both share an interest in the matter at hand. That is, translating the astrol- 
ogy into legal life’ terms: it doesnt matter whether or not they like each 
other; what matters is that they can work towards a common goal. 

Many judgments go astray by feeding the wrong expectations into the 
chart. Do we want a business partner with whom we will enjoy work- 
ing—as we make our way to the insolvency courts, or do we want a part- 
ner with whom we can succeed? If the latter is the case, his planet must 
show some essential dignity, to show that he has some gifts to bring to 
the business. Ideally, however, it would be strong, but not quite as strong 
as our own planet. We don't want to lose control! 

The idea of partnership puts the doctor or the astrologer in the seventh 
house—if they are on the case at the time. Generally, doctors and astrolo- 
gers, as people of learning, belong in the ninth. But if I am ill, my doctor 
becomes my seventh house in the chart for the illness. He is seen as my 
partner in the business of my getting well. Similarly, in a horary chart 
the astrologer is shown by the seventh house: the querent's partner in 
arriving at the truth. 

If the astrologer asks his own question, he does not get the seventh as 
well as the first: one house is quite enough for anybody, astrologer or 
not. In charts on seventh house matters, meanwhile, we can assume that 
the seventh house has better things to do than signifying the astrologer, 
so we should not read ourselves into the chart. 

While the seventh is the house of those closest to us, it is also the 
house of those of least significance. It is the house of any old person . So 
if I ask out of idle curiosity, “Will Madonna win an Oscar this year?” 
Madonna would be given the seventh house. 

It is said to be the house of fugitives, but I have always found more 
success in taking the natural house of the person concerned. So when my 
under-footman goes missing, I usually take him as the sixth house (ser- 
vants) rather than the seventh. 

A particular example of the open enemy is the thief. We may not 
know who he is, but the act of theft is considered as having made his 
enmity open, in contrast to the office gossip spreading scandal about us, 
who remains a secret enemy (twelfth house). If an article has been stolen 
the lord of the seventh is one candidate for significator of the thief. 

We do need to be careful here, as thief and spouse are both shown by 
the seventh. Seeing the significator of the lost object in the seventh house 
can lead us to start slinging accusations of theft. Experience shows that, 
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more often than not, it means only that the husband has picked it up and 
forgotten about it. 

The planet associated with the seventh house is the ). On one level, 
the ) is natural ruler of the people—of any old person . But we must re- 
member the basis on which our chart is constructed. The Ascendant is 
the place where the O rises. It is then, as it were, the natural place of the 
O. It is only fitting that we should then find the ), the celestial partner of 
the O, in the seventh, the house of marriage and of union. ey 


Conversations 
with the Dead 


EDWIN STUART 


EONARD 

First of all, there was Leonard. I'll talk about him first, because 

Leonard was an T and T likes to be first. Leonard was a typi- 

cal Aries in that he projected a lot of self-confidence, at least on 
the outside. His rising sign was 5 and he had » and \ very close to his 
ascendant, so he had dark hair and beard, dark eyes behind tinted glasses, 
a slightly imposing, serious manner, and a stocky build. He was a large, 
strong fellow, about 6’1” and well over 200 Ibs. 

In high school he used to enter bench pressing contests, something I 
didn’t hear him boast about but was mentioned in an altogether different 
context. Occasionally he'd talk about things he did in his younger days 
(even though we were still in our Twenties at the time) that he later re- 
gretted. One of them involved a group of buddies who played cards on 
the weekends and who persuaded Leonard to invite his weightlifting 
coach to a game, during which Leonard conspired with his Bridge- 
playing associates to cheat the coach out of a bunch of money. Another 
of these dark escapades was when he worked as a back-alley abortionist. 
He talked about one or two cases where the primitive water pressure 
method he used didn’t work for some reason, causing the poor woman to 
start moaning in pain, while Leonard packed his stuff and made a quick 
exit. 

He had his ) in ¥, which might make a person prone to stretching the 
truth, even where the negative side of things is concerned, but I don’t 
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think he was the type to exaggerate. One area in which you could see his 
> ) at work, however, was in some of the big plans or schemes he came 
up with for his group of friends. One of these not-quite-realistic ideas 
was that all of us—about ten guys and girls—would work together as 
summer camp counselors in northern Michigan. We actually had an in- 
terview around a big table in a conference room somewhere in the sub- 
urbs, but only a couple of us ended up being offered jobs, which was not 
surprising, since others, including myself, were definitely not camp 
counselor material. 

Leonard could have done it, however, since he was an experienced 
elementary school teacher. This seemed an odd profession for such a 
big, intimidating man, but he had a surprising gentle manner sometimes 
and liked working with young kids. Perhaps it was connected with his 6 
ascendant, © ¢ Q, and rising 4 « ¥ in the 5" house. His sensitive side 
also came out in the poems he occasionally wrote, and which I only saw 
when they ended up in the attic of a house I rented that he had formerly 
occupied before moving out and leaving Detroit. 


Figure 1: 


Leonard 


6:45 am EST 
15th April 1941 


Detroit, Michigan: 42N23, 83W06 


I’m not sure why he left the city, since I had left myself on an ex- 
tended journey, and when I came back, the circle of friends from the year 
before had drifted apart and Leonard was gone. He and his close friend, 
Walter, whom he had known since high school and had traveled to 
Europe and done many other things with, somehow ended up teaching 
school in Canada, where Walter was born. At one point they both 
bought motorcycles and on a return visit to Detroit rode into town wear- 
ing Viking-type helmets with horns on them. 
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Back in Canada, according to what I heard, their sense of fun, adven- 
turous spirit, and tendency to misbehave on occasion eventually went a 
little too far—at least for the small town they were living in—and several 
things they did, at least one of which involved the local minister’s wife, 
led to their forced departure. They then went their separate ways, with 
Walter getting out of the teaching field and ending up in British Colum- 
bia, while Leonard was exiled to a school on a reservation further north 
in Canada. 

I don’t remember the last time I saw him but I remember the last time 
I heard from him when we were both still in Detroit. He called me up 
and said to come over. I agreed to and Leonard, knowing my unreliabil- 
ity and unpredictability in those days, added, “For sure!” I promised, but 
got distracted by something I can’t begin to remember and didn’t keep 
my word. 

The occasion I do distinctly remember was one when we had spent 
the whole day together. Early in the day a group of us had taken some 
kind of drugs—*“downers,” as we used to call them—and then went driv- 
ing around on various errands, urgent missions, or items of business. The 
main thing we had to do was go see this woman, Goldie, who managed 
the company that owned a number of properties we were going to be 
painting. This was Leonard’s latest scheme—four or five of us painting 
houses together. Because of the drugs, I found everything we did that 
day, including the meeting, fascinating and sort of dream-like, even 
though I subsequently realized I didn’t really want to paint houses. It 
was too depressing—taking these ghetto apartments or little houses in the 
inner city and slapping a coat of white paint over the interior, so they 
could be rented out again to some more poor tenants. 

But as we were walking toward Goldie’s downtown office building, I 
remember Leonard—who at the time was involved in an off-and-on- 
again relationship with an African-American woman who was the 
mother of one of his students—mentioning to me the fact that he was 
only attracted to black women, and asking me why I thought that was so. 
I didn’t really know what to say. 

Then later on that same day, in the evening, the others had gone 
somewhere else, while Leonard and I went to visit a mutual friend, Joe. 
We were talking with him while he lay on his living room couch and 
complained about how he hated his teaching job, Detroit, and life in gen- 
eral. Trying to shake him out of his negative mood, Leonard asked him 
what he thought about the fact that one day with no warning...” Whoom! 
-suddenly your life is over.” He said it twice in his deep voice. 
“Whoom! What about that?” But Joe had an answer for everything 
(Well, I don’t have the nerve to kill myself, so what I'll do in- 
stead.....”). As we were leaving, Leonard said to me, “That guy has it 
all figured out—even death.” 

About a year later I heard that Joe had changed his life completely 
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and was traveling around, sleeping in his car, and overextending his 
credit cards. I would guess that today he is alive and well and a lot more 
content than he seemed that evening, whereas Leonard died a few years 
later, just as he imagined. What happened was that he had married a Na- 
tive American woman from the reservation where he worked and had a 
child by her. At the time of his death in mid-December 1971, he had 
gone on a trip somewhere and was hitchhiking back home, when the van 
he was riding in skidded on some ice, spun around, and Leonard was 
thrown out the back and broke his neck. Walter said they buried him in 
the woods. 

I started studying astrology not too long after that day with Leonard 
in 1969. A few seeds had been planted in my mind and then one day 
after I had taken some speed, I stayed up all night reading a book about 
how to calculate and interpret horoscopes, and the next morning I was an 
instant astrologer and started telling my friends all about themselves. 

More than thirty years later, I’m still not very good at interpreting 
horoscopes, but what I now wish I’d said to Leonard back then would 
concern his ~) in the 8" house ~ % near his ascendant. He wondered 
why he was only attracted to black women, and I would explain about his 
) in ~ in aspect to %. Not only is such a man likely to be drawn to 
women from another country, culture, or race, but also the aspect be- 
tween the ) and % can indicate a preference for dark coloring in a 
woman—dark hair, eyes, and skin. It may sound shallow, but there are 
valid psychological reasons behind it. 

The other thing I would have mentioned would be the importance of 
channeling his restless ~ energy into something concrete. * needs to be 
anchored or grounded in something. If you let your ~ flights of fancy 
and emotion carry you away too far, eventually you get pulled back 
down to earth and the landing may not be a soft one. Leonard had al- 
ready had his first Saturn return the year before his death, and the ques- 
tion is whether he learned everything from it that he should have. Sup- 
pose, for some reason or other, a person doesn’t do whatever it is they’re 
meant to do, assuming most of us have some sort of purpose to serve in 
this life. What happens then? Is it possible that your life can be fore- 
shortened because of mistakes you have made that took you down the 
wrong path? 

I’m not really sure. Personally, I feel like I’ve been saved again and 
again from bad choices I’ve made along the way. However, I can say I 
did do an abrupt about-face when » came around the first time. I gave 
up the drugs and the carefree but irresponsible rootlessness—since my 
) is in “ also—and decided to express this energy in a more intellectual 
manner, the way I had before the late Sixties caused everyone to start 
acting out their fantasies and living for the moment. 

People in general may be quite tired of hearing about how special the 
late Sixties were, but for many baby boomers those few intense years 
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were both the best of times and the worst. Like many others, I felt more 
alive and packed more experience into that all-too-brief brief phase than 
I have during any comparable amount of time since. However, I also 
think there is such a thing as being a little too much alive—so alive that 
you may not live for very long. I think this is what would have happened 
to me, if 1 hadn’t changed, and maybe it was what happened to Leonard. 

The bottom line is I don’t know. I don’t know if anything I could 
have said to him then would have made any difference, but I would have 
liked to have tried. I wish I could have given him some astrological ad- 
vice and a little more insight into his complex personality, but since you 
can’t talk to someone who has been dead for thirty years, I can only 
imagine the conversation we might have had. 


IKE THE PILOT 
Of the many friendships I had in the late Sixties, one of the 
‘| few that endured throughout the Seventies was with a fellow 
named Mike. Mike himself also had a friend named Mike, 
who visited him occasionally when he was in town. I'll call them Mike 
C. and Mike A. The two of them had known each other ever since they 
were kids, and Mike A. grew up to be a Navy pilot. I remember my 
friend, Mike C., saying that when they played dodge ball in school and 
Mike A. had the ball, he knew there was no escaping those sharp, beady 
eyes. 

Mike A. must have had good eyesight, because you would surely 
need it to land a Navy jet on an aircraft carrier at night in the rain, which 
he himself admitted could get a little “hairy.” 

I only met Mike the pilot a few times—like I say, he was a friend of a 
friend—but on two of those occasions he asked me to do his horoscope. 
I don’t remember the first time, but I do the second. He was in town 
while on leave and he and the other Mike had been out fairly late at a bar 
and stopped by my house on their way home and got me out of bed. 
Mike wanted me to look at his horoscope again, which I did, and I don’t 
know what I told him, but I’m sure it was fairly worthless. I think it says 
something, however, when a fellow has been out drinking and instead of 
trying to pick up a woman or do something stupid, he gets the urge to 
have his horoscope read. 

I wonder if he didn’t have some sort of premonition about the fu- 
ture—or one possible future anyway. He was born (see Figure 2) with % 
in ~ just minutes away from an exact opposition to X in the 8" house. 
This might have given him some intuitive hunch about the circumstances 
of his death, especially knowing that his profession was an inherently 
dangerous one. His o’ was also in the 8" house, if you use equal houses, 
and his © at 0° ~% was also .° ¥ in the 8". Those are just a few highlights 
from his chart. There were other relevant aspects, of course, such as his 
) and 2 in *, the respective rulers of his 10" house of career and his as- 
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cendant, 4 {—more aspects showing a connection to aviation, but also 
emphasizing the meaning of that 8" house ¥. 

That impromptu visit by the two Mikes was sometime in the mid- 
Seventies and I didn’t see Mike the pilot again. In January 1983 I read a 
small article in the newspaper that said he had been killed while testing a 
plane that had been reconditioned. Apparently he was no longer taking 
off from the decks of ships at sea, but perhaps had gotten into something 
that was just as dangerous—trying out aircraft that had some kind of 
problem or work done on them. He was using a backup system to fly the 
plane in question, when for some unknown reason it went out of control 
and crashed in a cypress swamp outside of Foley, Alabama (near Pensa- 
cola FL) at 10:56 AM, Jan 28, 1983. 


Figure 2: 


Mike 


' ite 
Q 13°43 5:16 am EWT 


23rd November 1943 


Detroit: 42N23, 83W06 


At the time of the crash, transiting 4 and ¥ in ¥ were both conjunct 
his ¥ and opposite his ¥ in the 8". Their midpoint was only 3’ away 
from an exact opposition to his ¥. Transiting o in 4 was also squaring 
both transiting X and his natal ¥. It seems obvious now that what I 
should have focused on in my quick horoscope reading for Mike was his 
upcoming X opposition, which happens to most people between the ap- 
proximate ages of 39 and 42. Since ¥ in his chart strongly aspected per- 
sonal planets, this transit was all the more important. Astrologically, it 
would be one of the biggest things that would ever happen to him. 

The way to handle this transit is to be prepared to make major 
changes in your life. Better yet, don’t wait for the changes to come along 
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but anticipate them. Most people start feeling dissatisfied with their cur- 
rent life or suddenly develop some strong interest in something new or 
feel somehow that it’s time to do things differently, and these feelings 
must be respected and acted upon, as long as they don’t involve behavior 
that’s too irresponsible or crazy. 

My chart has some very similar aspects to Mike’s. My ) in ~ op- 
poses X in the 8th, and my o’ is also in the s". At the time of his crash, I 
had recently quit my job and was working part-time while writing about 
astrology and philosophy in my spare time, which is what I really wanted 
to do. A few months later my wife and I moved to a different state 
where I knew no one, had no job, and had to start over from Square One 
at age 40. That was my mid-life “crisis,” but it was actually an exciting 
and creative time for me. 

I should have emphasized to Mike the importance of his upcoming ¥ 
opposition and raised the idea of his getting out of flying airplanes en- 
tirely before his 39th birthday, since to continue to do so only would in- 
crease the odds of giving a negative meaning to that strongly aspected 
in his 8" house. Where X is concerned, there is usually an element of 
surprise or unpredictability, and while it’s impossible to precisely antici- 
pate accident-prone ¥ periods and to stay at home in bed on those days, 
there are certain steps or precautions we can take to lessen the odds of 
something bad happening to us. I don’t believe that we have total control 
over what X transits bring by any means, but you can’t tell me that, for 
example, a driver who always fastens his seatbelt and follows safe driv- 
ing practices isn’t decreasing his chances of being in a fatal car accident, 
regardless of his horoscope. But on the other hand, if you engage in sky- 
diving or auto racing or even testing jet aircraft, it’s obviously a different 
matter. 

Mike was a Navy pilot and it probably would have been hard for him 
to give that up and simply work behind a desk for a couple of years be- 
fore he could retire from the military after 20 years with a full pension, 
but this is what he could have done. I’m just sorry I didn’t suggest it. 


HE TRAVELER 

The last person I'd like to “talk to” here is Hugh. I first met 

him when we were college freshmen and eventually I became 

part of a group of classmates that included Hugh. One of 
Hugh’s big interests at that time was the outdoors. I remember the two 
of us teaming up in a physical education canoeing class our freshman 
year. At the end of our sophomore year, he organized a bicycle trip 
through New England that four of us went on. At the end of our junior 
year, I drove with him out to Colorado to work on a ranch for the sum- 
mer, which again was his idea. A couple of things I especially remember 
doing with him our senior year were hiking up an Adirondack mountain, 
jogging 4 or 5 miles at night (something hardly anyone was doing in 
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1965), and climbing a tall radio transmission tower that had recently 
been installed near the campus. 

At the end of our senior year he joined the Peace Corps and spent two 
years in Hue, Vietnam teaching school. He came from a Pennsylvania 
Quaker background, and the Peace Corps stint might have been part of 
his conscientious objector status. I was a conscientious objector also 
during the war, but in my case it was made possible mainly through a 
family connection and I didn’t even do any alternative service. As I 
mentioned before, I was occupied with the essential activities of being a 
hippie, taking drugs, and working as a substitute janitor. 

So after the two years were up, Hugh took an extended trip through 
Asia, which is when he first developed his love for the Himalayan Moun- 
tains, the surrounding countries and the people and cultures there. He 
came back on a visit to Detroit some time in 1968, bringing with him 
some fantastic Nepalese Hashish. At that time were all doing a lot of 
sitting around on someone’s living room floor, smoking and getting high, 
and listening to music. It was sort of a ritual or something of those 
times, but one that had very subtle or informal rules. When Hugh joined 
us on several occasions, several people later remarked about how his be- 
havior was a little stiff or formal and how he was inclined to turn the 
smoking of this special hash itself into a kind of ritual, something that 
seemed a little foreign to us. Part of the reason for that may have been 
the time Hugh had spent living and traveling in Asia, while those of us in 
the States were practicing the art of just hanging out, being laid back and 
mellow, grooving, and being a part of the group. But it also was a part of 
Hugh’s personality. 

He was an #* with his O <° P, and with a late degree of @ as his as- 
cendant, this opposition was from the 1“ to 7" houses in his chart. There 
was a part of him that was the loner and outsider. While the rest of us in 
college were living with roommates, Hugh was living by himself. I re- 
member our senior year he lived down the hall from me in a small room 
that was a converted janitor’s broom closet. He was a person who 
needed his privacy but at the same time loved having friends, hooking 
people up together, and seeing that the people he liked were all part of a 
group. He was friendly, polite, courteous, and humorous, but yet there 
was something socially awkward about him at times. 

. It may have been this opposition between his #* © and P. P intensi- 
fies and sometimes controls or shapes things, but there is often some 
deep unresolved issue or need inside of their exterior shell. Maybe with 
Hugh it was just the periodic need to withdraw in order to recharge or 
regenerate his sense of self, identity, and purpose, before he could rejoin 
the group. 

These “two sides” of his personality, if you will, eventually became 
part of a lifestyle. After coming back to the U.S., he adopted a very con- 
ventional appearance complete with unfashionable short hair and took 
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whatever job he could get—at first it was working for the New York City 
social services—that would allow him by living very frugally to save up 
enough money to return to Asia, where he would again live and dress 
very simply, travel lightly, and deeply explore the countryside and the 
mountain trails, mingle and make friends with the local people, take ex- 
cellent photos of them, eat their food, and wear their clothes. 


7:42 am EWT 


25th January 1943 


Philadelphia 


40N00, 75WO8 


Eventually he became a professional tour guide for several travel 
companies and made Berkeley, California his home base. He wrote two 
books on trekking in the Himalayan Mountains, and settled into this rou- 
tine of spending approximately half the year in one place, half in the 
other. He had finally found a way to turn his passion into a career, which 
I admired him for and eventually told him so in a letter. I myself had last 
seen him in sometime in the 70s, before I lost touch with my all friends 
and sort of withdrew from everyone else when I met my wife in 1979. I 
didn’t hear anything from any of them all throughout the 1980s. Then in 
April of 1990, when retrograde P in Tl was only 12’ from an exact 
square to my © in the 11™ house, my friends resurfaced. One thing 
does is to bring people back into your life again. 

Hugh and another old classmate had started wondering what had be- 
come of me and tracked me down in Indiana. After first writing a letter, 
Hugh called and we talked on the phone, at which point he put me in 
touch with several other old friends from college who were also living in 
the San Francisco Bay Area. In the fall I traveled out there to meet them, 
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but Hugh was away on one of his trips. 

Then in February 1991, I heard from one of our mutual friends that 
Hugh had died in a freak accident. He was standing on the street waiting 
for a ride, after having just undergone minor outpatient surgery, when he 
fainted, hit his head on a curb, and suffered a massive skull fracture from 
which he never regained consciousness. At the time of his death, the 
main thing that seemed to be happening in his chart was progressed 0” 
only 8’ away from his #* © (which opposes P). o rules the head, of 
course, and P rules things like losing consciousness, but although I could 
be wrong, I don’t really see any compelling astrological reason why 
Hugh’s life had to end at that point. 

In our last conversation over the phone, I was talking about getting 
older and not being able to do certain strenuous physical things anymore 
like running. Hugh understood and expressed concern about how much 
longer his body would allow him to continue to earn a living in the same 
way. He never really asked for my opinion on the subject, as I recall, 
but since I don’t always let that keep me from giving unsolicited advice, 
I now wished we'd talked about the possibility of him making a major 
change in his life, along the lines of what others do when they retire or 
switch careers. 

This is what was called for in Hugh’s chart, I think, and the question 
in my mind is whether he responded to that call. Pluto is all about trans- 
formation and letting go of old things that you have outgrown or that no 
longer suit you. With Hugh, it wasn’t just his body aging, but I think he 
was becoming weary of dividing his time between places that were half a 
world apart and where he didn’t really belong to either world. Not only 
that, but the Asian mountain regions of Pakistan, Nepal, and Tibet were 
themselves changing. Hugh’s “haunts”—the little known off-the-beaten- 
track places he loved, the unexplored, untouched nature of many of these 
remote villages and valleys—were increasingly being exposed to the out- 
side world, and Hugh being somewhat of the purist that he was, must 
have been disturbed to see a way of life that he admired slipping away 
and the gradual appearance of satellite dishes, modern clothing, and in- 
creased evidence of the impact of tourism, even though Hugh himself 
was now a part of that business. 

This is how B works, with pressure from both within and without to 
evolve, adapt, and survive. P’s strongest transit to Hugh’s chart, the 
square from Tl to his #* © opposed to natal B in 2, would have taken 
place a few years earlier, from 1985 to 1986. I confess I don’t know 
what exactly was going on in his life at that juncture, but it would have 
most likely been the point when, after 20 years of Asian travel, after 
writing his guide books, taking thousands of photos, and filling up boxes 
with journals and notes, he could have settled down, maybe gotten mar- 
ried, and decided what to do with the rest of his life. 

It seems to me that sometimes we come to a crossroads in our life’s 
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journey and maybe miss a crucial turn, and instead of taking this differ- 
ent road, we just continue along in the same direction that eventually 
leads to a dead end. We all have to die eventually, of course, and death 
shouldn’t necessarily be equated with failure, but if life is basically an 
inherent good—a process of learning, loving, surviving, and trying in our 
own little individual way to make the world a better place-- what is the 
point of dying prematurely while the physical body still has many years 
left to live? 

This possibility of making the wrong choice and taking the wrong 
road is what I prefer to believe happened with Hugh, because it makes 
more sense to my rational mind than the idea that he simply wasn’t 
meant to live out the remaining 30 or so years of his life. I know that one 
approach is to humbly admit that some things are beyond our compre- 
hension, that some Higher Power or Intelligence is involved, and that 
ultimately what happens is all for the best, and so on. But I can’t always 
buy that. If we do have a certain amount of free will, even where PE is 
involved, then maybe by responding to PE in the most positive way that 
we can manage, we avoid having some kind of extreme life-altering 
event forced on us from the outside. 

This is the kind of thing I wish I could have said to Hugh during our 
last conversation, although it may actually have been too late. It’s not 
too late to change as long as one hasn’t burned too many bridges; and 
where P is concerned, if we do make any irrevocable decisions, they 
should point us in the direction of opening doors rather than eliminating 
options, something that Hugh was engaged in at the time of his death. 
But I don’t want to make any facile judgments or engage in any second- 
guessing. If we astrologers sometimes act as though we have a handle on 
events that others don’t, maybe that is somewhat arrogant. But is it arro- 
gant to think that an understanding of the planets can help us avoid some 
kind of predestined negative fate caused by them? I don’t think so. Af- 
ter all, isn’t that one of the main reasons we study astrology? 
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AXEL HARVEY 


HE "12:01 A.M." HABIT. 

The custom of doing mundane horoscopes for "12:01 a.m."— 

for instance when astrologers write about the Canadian consti- 

tution—has always seemed to me one of the sillier byproducts 
of the a.m.-p.m. system. If one must work within that system, it is easy to 
understand the "12:01 a.m." subterfuge: it sacrifices one measly minute 
but saves writing “12 Midnight at the beginning of" such-and-such a day. 
With a.m.-p.m. there is always the possibility of confounding the two 12s 
at the start and end of the day, or either one with 12 Noon. Writing 12 
a.m. or 12 p.m. is no help at all, even if writer and reader both remember 
(as is highly unlikely) the convention about which is Noon and which 
Midnight. 

Hence the usefulness of the 24-hour clock that glides unambiguously 
from 0:00 to 24:00 in one day. A.M. and p.m. should be reserved for 
such things as engraved banquet invitations, where panache is more im- 
portant than clarity. 

Many constitutions, legislative acts, and other instruments specify 
that something will begin on a given date. When no hour is started, it is 
reasonable to assume that whatever-it-is must begin at the very first in- 
stant of the stated day, namely at 00:00:00 of whatever civil time hap- 
pens to be in effect. (Now some laws and contracts drafted in English- 
speaking countries do resort to the "12:01 a.m." gimmick, but I am deal- 
ing with cases—of which countless examples occur in mundane astrol- 
ogy—where no starting hour is available.) 

However, a colleague recently told me I was wrong. He claimed the 
one-minute-after tradition was part of English common law, and that the 
astrologers who did 12:01 a.m. horoscopes were simply following "the 
way governments chose to do things." 

Being unable to settle the question myself I asked a newsgroup, 
misc.legal.moderated, whether the British North America Act took effect 
at one minute past Midnight on 1 July 1867. A definite answer was sup- 
plied by a lawyer, Charles Breitel, who has kindly permitted me to re- 
produce his post: 


The first thing I did to try and answer your question was 
consult the Canadian founding documents themselves, 


which the Canadian government displays at: 
http/www.collectionscanada.ca/confederation/h18-2600-e.html 
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On March 29, 1867, the British Parliament signed into law 
the Constitution Act of 1867. The Act declared in relevant 
part, "It shall be lawful for the Queen, by and with the Ad- 
vice of Her Majesty's Most Honourable Privy Council, to 
declare by Proclamation that, on and after a Day therein ap- 
pointed, not being more than Six Months after the passing 
of this Act, the Provinces of Canada, Nova Scotia, and New 
Brunswick shall form and be One Dominion under the 
Name of Canada; and on and after that Day those Three 
Provinces shall form and be One Dominion under that 
Name accordingly." 

Thus, the Constitution Act did not itself "create" the Ca- 
nadian government but rather enabled and empowered the 
Queen to do so through parliamentary consent. Subse- 
quently, by Royal Proclamation on May 22, 1867, the 
Queen set the date in question as July 1, 1867. That procla- 
mation may be viewed at: 

http://www.canadiana. org/citm/imagepopups/c060281_e.html 

The proclamation states in relevant part, "We therefore, by 
and with the Advice of Our Privy Council, have thought fit 
to issue this Our Royal Proclamation, and We do Ordain, 
Declare, and Command, that on and after the First Day of 
July One thousand eight hundred and sixty-seven the Prov- 
inces of Canada, Nova Scotia, and New Brunswick shall 
form and be One Dominion under the Name of Canada." 

The absolutely most important fact in this analysis is that 
there is absolutely no mention in either the Proclamation or 
the Constitution Act of the notion that the first actual minute 
of July 1, 1867 shall be ignored. There is no mention of any 
specific time at all, much less 001 hours to the exclusion of 
000 hours. As a matter of logic and common sense, 000 
falls on July 1, 1867 and not on any other day. As a lawyer 
practicing in a common law nation whose jurisprudence 
borrowed heavily from the English common law (the United 
States) and as a dual citizen of Canada as well, I can attest 
for you my professional legal opinion that there is no prin- 
ciple at English common law which nullifies the first min- 
ute, 000 hours, of any given day as your friend suggests. If 
the new Canadian government had somehow undertaken a 
sovereign act at exactly 000 hours on July 1, 1867, that act 
would not have been illegal under the terms of the Royal 
Proclamation as though it had taken place on June 30, 1867. 
In sum, for all these reasons, you are right and your friend is 
wrong. 
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1p4n48 HEN does one become President of the United States? 
My colleague Paul de Gruchy and I have been discussing the 
moment when the President-elect takes his (so far never her) 
) oath of office. The time varies, but not much; it is usually a few 
minutes past Noon. So we have been searching out the sources which 
provide those elusive times. 

Well, it now turns out that this ceremonial moment may be irrelevant. 
Here is the text of amendment XX, section 1, of the Constitution of the 
United States: 


The terms of the President and Vice President shall end at 
noon on the 20th day of January, and the terms of Senators 
and Representatives at noon on the 3d day of January, of the 
years in which such terms would have ended if this article 
had not been ratified; and the terms of their successors shall 
then begin. 


On the other hand, article II, clause 1, section 8 of the original consti- 
tution says: 


Before he enter on the Execution of his Office, [the Presi- 
dent-elect] shall take the following Oath or Affirmation:- I 
do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will faithfully execute 
the Office of President of the United States, and will to the 
best of my Ability, preserve, protect and defend the Consti- 
tution of the United States.’ 


I have no idea if amendment XX cancelled clause II.1.8 of the consti- 
tution. The amendment says nothing about the relation between the time 
of a President's taking office and the time of swearing-in. Confronted 
with this puzzle I turned to my cyberpal the Harvard law student, who 
took the time to send me a tentative reply. She asked me to point out that 
this is off the top of her head. 


Interesting question... maybe I'll attempt to get a con law 
professor to tell me if there's any bite to this. Here is my 
take: article II (1) (8) specifies that the oath must be taken 
before the new President shall "enter on the execution" of 
his office... Thus, perhaps the old President's term expires at 
noon, and the new President's term "shall then begin." 

However, before the new guy takes any action as Presi- 
dent, i.e., "executes" any of his duties, he has to take the 
oath. So he is President at 12:00, but he can't act as Presi- 
dent until 12:05 or whenever he does the oath. 

That's a lawyerly answer for you, not sure if it helps. :) 
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Here's a hypothetical. Say, for example, there's some bomb 
threat on Jan 20 and they're all in a shelter at Noon. The old 
President's term expires, the new President's term starts... 
While they're in the bunker, the new guy says "OK, by ex- 
ecutive order, we're going to arrest every Arab in Washing- 
ton DC and take them to Gitmo, today... Alert the troops." I 
would assume that such an order would be subject to attack 
under article II as being unconstitutional because he was 
executing duties without taking the oath. (This is assuming 
that the President has the power to make such an order, and 
I think that's open to debate depending on the current status 
of emergency powers, etc., but assuming it would be legally 
valid for him to do so had he taken the oath...) 

That said, article II doesn't say that the oath has to be done 
publicly or anything like that... so I guess if they had coun- 
sel down in the bunker, she would say "Dude, before you do 
anything, real quick, repeat after me..." In fact, article II 
doesn't even say it has to be witnessed by anyone. 


That leaves us still uncertain, but for the time being I will assume 
terms of office begin at Noon. 


an ak 


“ » HEN does one become prime minister of Canada or of a 
N Canadian province? 
G ys) Unlike the United States, parliamentary states do not run like 
SA) clockwork. Heads of governments can fall in any season of any 
year and the royal prerogative, while tightly circumscribed, is still the 
mechanism by which the democratic choice of any new head is con- 
firmed. This fact is reflected in the swearing-in ceremonies of new 
prime ministers. The new guy or gal steps up and takes the oath, and 
immediately afterwards the Governor General (or Lieutenant-Governor if 
it's a provincial premier's oath-taking) signs in witness of the oath. Con- 
trary to the US case (see above), witnessing is part of the process in Can- 
ada. As the monarch's representative, the GG or Lt-G sanctions the 
ceremony and turns it into an official act. The moment to take down for a 
horoscope is therefore the moment when that signature is scratched on 
the page. There is no law forbidding the GG from saying, "You rascal, I 
refuse you and your slimy cabinet!" Probably the GG would then be 
grabbed and given a large dose of Prozac by the ushers, but the incident 
would be a constitutional crisis and no-one would know who was legally 
in charge. In fact it would be a new kind of ball game, more momentous 
than a mere change of government. 

Until then, it's the signature that counts. 


S 


— 
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A Princess & a General 
WALT MASTERS 


HIS CONCERNS the deaths of two famous people. The prin- 

cess of the title was born Diana Spencer, but became famous as 

the Princess of Wales. The second famous person was the great 

American general, George Patton. They may seem an odd cou- 
ple, “Princess Di” and “Old Blood and Guts,” but their deaths were simi- 
lar: both died as a result of automobile accidents. This article discusses 
the involvement of Neptune, Vesta and certain House Parts, in their 
deaths. 


NEPTUNE. I've asked astrologers, what planet, or planets, they 
think of in connection with accidents. The usual answer is c’, or \f, 
or both. However, there is a book entitled The Astrology of Acci- 
dents, written by the great British astrologer, Charles Carter. In this 
book, Carter concludes that the planet, most closely connected 
with accidents, is actually ¥! 


VESTA. The asteroid Vesta (+) is thought to indicate an “either- 
or” choice. I suppose this can be traced back to the Vestal Virgins 
of ancient times. They vowed to do without sex, love, marriage and 
children, in order to devote themselves to serving the goddess 
Vesta, tending the sacred flame and all that. These vows were vol- 
untary, but the asteroid + can indicate doing without something 
involuntarily! For example, a year or two ago, I went through a 
period when I was losing things. This was not voluntary. I did not 
make a decision to lose things; I didn’t want to lose them, but I did. 
Looking at my transits, I found that + was crossing my Ascen- 
dant! 

The same transit occurred to a married man, with more serious re- 
sults. The inner ring of the bi-wheel at Figure 1 is his birth chart. The 
outer ring shows the transits at the time of his wife’s death. 

Note transiting +, just 22' below the husband’s Ascendant. At that 
position, + opposes his Descendant, symbol of his wife. Instead of los- 
ing miscellaneous items, as I did, he lost his wife. 


HOUSE PARTS. There are twelve Arabic Parts, represented by H (h), 
to be read “H of h.” This is a mathematical notation, signifying a func- 
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tion. H is a function of the number in parentheses, which is a house num- 
ber. The function H is in the familiar Arabic-Part format: A + B - C, as 
follows: Ascendant + C (h) — R (h). There are functions within H: C (h) 
“C of h” represents the Placidus cusp of the N" house; R(h) “R of h” 
represents the ruler of the H™ house. 


Inner Wheel Figure 1 Outer Wheel 
Husband’s birth Death of wife 
7:53 pm EST 7:45 pm EST 
8" January 1921 7 December 1998 
Munhall, Pennsylvania Pittsburgh, Pennsyvania 
40N24, 79W54 40N26, 79W59 


In the ensuing pages, I will be using H (3) and H (1). H (3), “H of 3”, 
is the third House Part: Ascendant + C (3) —R (3). It carries all the mean- 
ings of the third house. 

H (1), “H of 1”, is the first House Part: Ascendant + C (1) — R (1). 
This is the same as: Ascendant + Ascendant - Ruler of Ascendant. It car- 
ries all the meanings of the first house. 
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The Princess 


23° 03' 


23° T 03' 
Inner Wheel Figure 2 Outer Wheel 
Diana Spencer Dies in car crash 
7:45 pm BST 00:12 am EET 
1" July 1961 31% August 1997 
Sandringham, England Paris, France 
52N50, 00E30 48N52, 2E20 


Princess Diana died in a car crash in a 
tunnel in Paris. The outer ring of the bi-wheel 
above (Figure 2), shows the planets at that 
time. The inner ring is her birth chart. 

Note that transiting ¥ is at 27° 34° #, 
squaring Diana’s H (3) at 28° 07’ T. Accord- 
ing to Carter, ¥ can indicate an accident. H 
(3) carries all the meanings of the third house. 
One of those meanings is “automobiles,” so 
this square indicates an automobile accident. 

Transiting ¥ is also conjunct Diana’s natal 
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% at 27° 48” @. One of the meanings of ® is “tunnels.” So ¥ is indicating 
an automobile accident in a tunnel, which is exactly what happened! 
Since Diana died in that tunnel in Paris, there should be an indication 
of death. Transiting + is at 1° 44" ©. + can indicate giving up some- 
thing. It is opposing Diana’s H (1) at 1° 43° Tl. H (1) carries all the 
meanings of the first house, which represents the native, especially her 
physical body. It was time for Diana to give up her physical body! 


The General 


00° 3€ 43° 


00° IP 43° 
Inner Wheel Figure 3 Outer Wheel 
George Patton Car crash 
6:38 pm PST 11:30 am CET 
11 November 1885 9" December 1945 
San Marino, California Mannheim, Germany 
34N07, 118W07 49N29, 8E29 


George Patton remembered his previous incarnations! He remem- 
bered being a soldier many times before. He felt that he had been sent 
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back to Earth to be a soldier again. 
He felt that he was destined to lead 
large numbers of soldiers in battle 
for a good cause. 

Patton did become a_ soldier, 
fighting in both World Wars. By the 
time of the Second World War, he 
had risen to be a general. He did 
lead large numbers of soldiers on 
the western front, and played a 
prominent role in our victory over 
Nazi Germany. He was then ap- 
pointed military governor of part of southwestern Germany. At this 
stage, his job seemed to be done. When a man with a mission completes 
that mission, we might expect him to be recalled by a Higher Power. 
That seems to be exactly what happened! 


Car Crash. Patton set out in a car one morning, with an enlisted 
man driving. Patton was in the back seat, and several other officers 
were in the car. They were going hunting. 

The car collided with a truck. It was a low-speed collision; the kind of 
thing where you get out and look at the dents and exchange IDs. While 
this was going on, one of the officers noticed that Patton had not gotten 
out of the car. He stuck his head in the window and said, “General, are 
you all right?” Patton replied, “I can’t move!” Nobody else had any sig- 
nificant injury; only Patton. He had a spinal injury, causing paralysis! I 
suppose it was some kind of whiplash thing. That Higher Power had 
taken a hand. 

Note that (see Figure 3) transiting ¥ and » are aspecting Patton’s natal 
% and ¥, respectively. It’s a kind of reciprocal situation. 

Transiting * is sextile natal ¥. One of the meanings of ® is “trucks”, ¥ 
indicates an accident. So this shows an accident caused by, or involving, 
atruck. A sextile is a “soft” aspect; perhaps it indicates a relatively “soft” 
collision! 

Transiting # squares natal ». ¥ is the accident, and one of the mean- 
ings of » is “paralysis.” So a truck causes an accident, and the accident 
paralyzes Patton! 

Does death appear in this bi-wheel? Not quite! Note that Patton’s H 
(1) appears in the inner ring at 5° 44° #. It represents his physical body. 
Transiting + (giving up something) is applying to a conjunction with H 
(1), but is not there yet. It still has more than 5° to go. Significantly, Pat- 
ton did not die then and there. He was taken off to a hospital, where he 
remained for twelve days. 
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Patton’s Death. The bi-wheel shown at Figure 4 again 
has Patton’s birth chart as the inner ring. The 
outer ring shows the planets twelve days after 
the car crash. Note that, during that time, + 
moved into the conjunction with Patton’s H (1). 
Then, and only then, did he give up his physical 


body! That twelve-day delay emphasizes the impor- 
tance of that conjunction. 


Inner Wheel Figure 4 Outer Wheel 
George Patton Patton dies 
6:38 pm PST 5:55 pm CET 
11° November 1885 21" December 1945 
San Marino, California Heidleberg, Germany 
34N07, 118W07 49N25, 8E43 


From consideration of these two deaths, it appears that Charles Carter 
was right about ¥ being connected with accidents. + does seem to be 
involved in losing, or doing without, things. It can even signal death, the 
giving up of the physical body. The House Parts seem useful in death, as 
in any matter involving the meaning of a house. 8 
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KEN GILLMAN 


ANY ASTROLOGERS nowadays commence their analysis of 

a natal horoscope by tallying the number of planets in each of 

(@( the four elements (Fire, Earth, Air and Water), looking to see if 

there is a predominance or lack of any one of these. A horo- 

scope in which there are no planets in an earth sign, for example, is said 

to indicate “an individual whose feet are not on the ground,” one who 

finds “it hard to differentiate between what really matters and that which 

is unimportant and passing.”’ Yet despite their current usage it has only 

been in fairly recent times that astrologers have paid so much attention to 

the elements. Before that they looked instead to the qualities (hot, cold, 
moist and dry), which are the building blocks that produce the elements. 

Many modern astrologers relate the cold quality to the Earth element, 

hot to Fire, dry to Air, and moisture to Water, but this is wrong. The cor- 

rect make up of each of the elements is an equal mix of two of the quali- 

ties, as shown in the following table: 


Table 1: The Elements as Mixtures of Qualities 
|_Hot quality | Coldquality | 
Fire element Earth element Dry quality 
Air element Water element Moist quality 


Each of the three signs in the Fire element, T, and ~, has an equal 
mix of heat and dryness. 

&, I and 4, the three Earth signs, combine cold and dry. 

I, = and #, the three signs of the Air triplicity, are a mixture of heat 
and moisture. 

And each of the three signs in the Water element, ©, Tl and H, are 
formed by a combination of the cold and moist qualities. 

In what follows we will look closer at the four qualities and attempt to 
understand each of them. Not only are they the building blocks of the 
elements but an understanding of them can improve our knowledge of 
the twelve signs, of the planets themselves, and of aspects between pairs 
of planets. They are essential in identifying an individual’s tempera- 
ment. The four qualities, I submit, represent the very building blocks of 
astrology itself, its DNA. 


* Marion D. March & Joan McEvers. The Only Way to Learn Astrology. San 
Diego: Astro Computing Services, 1977. 
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Instead of starting with a definition of each of the four qualities, let’s 
begin by seeing how they affect our everyday lives. That’s appropriate 
for the writer just now, it’s the middle of March and the equinox hasn’t 
yet arrived. The view from the window is hidden by falling snow; a 
clear indication that later today there'll be a need to again go outside 
with a snow shovel. 


HE SEASONAL EFFECT 
Ptolemy associated the four qualities with the four seasons. He 
wrote: 


And there are four seasons of the year, which are spring, 
summer, autumn, and winter, the spring has its excess in the 
wet because of its diffusion during the past cold, and with the 
heat just beginning. The summer has its surplus in the hot be- 
cause of the proximity of the Sun to our zenith; the autumn has 
its excess in the dry because of the sucking up of the waters 
during the burning heat. And the winter has its surplus in the 
cold because the Sun is farthest removed from our zenith. 


The sequence of qualities is wet (moist), hot, dry and cold. 


When the © has a northern declination, when it is transiting between 
0° T and 0° +, there is more daylight than darkness. As a result heat 
predominates over cold during this half of the year. At the opposite part 
of the year, through the autumn and winter months the O has a southern 
declination and the nights are longer than the days, the cold is then dom- 
inant over heat. See the left-hand circle, above. 

Between the @ solstice and the arrival of the © at 0° ©, the land is 
more moist than not. In the other half of the year, from the longest day 
to the shortest, dryness predominates over moisture. This is depicted in 
the right-hand circle. 


? Ptolemy, Tetrabiblos. I: 10. Schmidt translation. 
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Let’s consider what happens in nature here in upstate New York dur- 
ing each of the four seasons as the O passes through the different Zodia- 
cal signs. 


SPRING—MOIST & HOT. 
Spring is work time. 

T: The days have just become longer than the nights. It is the time 
of the periodic resurgence of life. Life is being renewed: growth, buds 
and blossoms. Seeds, aware the danger from frost is now past, begin to 
sprout; sap at the roots of trees starts its mysterious movement toward 
twig and waiting leaf bud. Bulbs send up shoots to catch the sunlight 
and begin to manufacture food for the plant. This is a time of quicken- 
ing, of replenishing, when winter's vicissitudes arte eased. 

© Fruit trees are in bloom, they are a magnificent sight, breathtaking 
in the expanse of profligate blossom. The first crops of the year appear 
in this time of promise and fragrant fulfillment. 

Il: A time of relative quiet, serenity after the rush of sprouting and 
leafing and flowering, before the arrival of the fierce heat that will drive 
towards maturity and seed. It is a time to plant and tend seedlings, to 
pluck up those weeds that planted themselves, to mow grass and rake it, 
to hoe and spray and till and dust and nip off dead lilac blooms and tie up 
rambler roses—so much to do. The grass grows as much as two inches 
overnight. 


SUMMER: HOT & DRY 

Spring’s preparations must be consolidated in a summer of completion. 
An unmistakable clarity in the process and a meaning comes from the 
orderly procession of events: budding and blossoming, and fruiting; 
sprouting and growth, and seed; beginning and continuation, and conclu- 
sion, over and over again. It’s on so grand a scale that we can miss the 
larger meaning in seeing only the detail. 

@: The leaf reached its maximum size for the time of maximum 
sunlight at the solstice. Now it settles down to work, its function is to 
use the sunlight and promote the spread of chlorophyll. Farmers have 
little patience now with outside interference. They’re too busy with na- 
ture’s problems to be tolerant of man-made ones. There’s so much to do, 
so little time remaining; time for corn to be laid up, hay cut, wheat har- 
vested. © is the rush of growth and the completion of blooming. 

Q: Droughts. The urgency of @ begins to relax. The grain is all har- 
vested. These are long, hot days with high humidity, sultry days. We 
wear fewer clothes, to avoid getting overheated. It is a time of play, va- 


3 What follows owes much to the insights of the naturalist Hal Borland as de- 
picted in his delightful This Hill, This Valley. Baltimore: The John Hopkins 
University Press, 1957. 
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cations, journeying and relaxation, not work. Nature’s time of haste is 
past; the pod, the fruit, the nut, and the seed-head are already formed and 
coming to completion. The egg is hatched; the fledgling already flying. 
Even the bees are less urgent in their rounds. Small rabbits scurry at the 
roadside, well past the nursling stage; and woodchucks, full of sun and 
succulence, begin to lay on the fat for hibernation. {2’s flowers are pur- 
ple majesty, full-bodied, filled with sunlight. Already the brilliant green 
of active chlorophyll in the leaves of trees is beginning to fade, the bulk 
of its work done. The winds of £2 are laden with pollen, highly danger- 
ous to susceptible persons. 

1: The days visibly shorten. Growth slackens. Gardens are full and 
overflowing with plants, but this is the last crop. It is still very warm; the 
time of the Harvest Moon. The last vegetables are picked and displayed 
for sale at roadside stores. A clear, clean sky, the air crisp without being 
chill, the wind dust free, not yet full of leaves. 


AUTUMN—DRY & COLD 
Spring is all eagerness, summer hot laziness or sweaty haste; autumn is 
achievement and a measure of contentment. 

+: Bird migration. The earth begins to cool off. The winds seem 
stronger; it is often violent and stormy. Hurricanes are breeding in the 
Atlantic. Days shorten; the insect clock begins to run down, they are 
near the end of their days. Wild berries. The changing colors of the 
trees, leaves preparing to fall. Gardens are starting to look bare. First 
frosts, but warm days and temperate nights follow this first chill. Color- 
ful, exuberant, full of lively spirit, = fever brings an inner restlessness. 
Things now come to fulfillment. = is ripeness and color and a time of 
completion. 

Tl: In the North the first snows arrive. The nights are long and chill- 
ing, full of stars and the crisp whisper of fallen leaves skittering in the 
wind. Mornings start with front lawns covered by frost. The cold begins 
to deepen. Those with stoves are busy cutting wood. Squirrels are fran- 
tically busy gathering. 

*: Thanksgiving. Cold, snow, leafless trees. As the days shorten 
new vistas open, the leaves have fallen and the horizon is there just be- 
yond the bare trees. Darkness comes far too soon. 


WINTER-COLD & WET 
We wear more clothes to conserve the heat. We need artificial means to 
stay warm: fires, furnaces. 

®: Christmas, a symbol of hope and faith reborn. Snow. Short days 
and long nights; the ) and stars stand over a cold and brittle white world. 
® is the depth of cold and darkness. We are past the solstice, the season 
of life is being renewed, but the days only lengthen slowly. The @ land- 
scape is the ultimate of simplicity, stripped to essentials. Life has come 
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down to its basics. The 4 winds arrive from the farthest star in outer 
darkness, so remote and so impersonal are their voices. 

ww: Bad times seem worse now, we're winter-weary. This is the when 
of the deepest snow. It can be a miserable time: cabin fever; a time of 
silence and rest; neighbors are away in Florida. But the skunk cabbages 
are thrusting up through the snow, there’s the promise that spring will 
come—eventually. 

}: The final sign of winter, akin to the womb of mankind. Thaw and 
mud; so much mud. We hear the voice of change in the sound of running 
water. Life is starting to stir. Birds are returning. Some of the frost is 
coming out of the ground. Daffodils and crocuses are appearing. It’s 
time to tap maple trees; the sap is rising. Now as the sun crosses H, we 
witness the slow, persistent effort of the green world to achieve leaf and 
blossom and seed again. In this jovial sign, we see again the compulsion 
of life that animates the world around us, that will resurge in urgent force 
as the O crosses the equinox and moves into T. 


Much the same seasonal changes happen at all places in the Northern 
Hemisphere. There are of course variations: more heat closer to the 
Equator; much colder temperatures north of here. South of the Equator 
the seasons are reversed. 

Moist, warm earth is essential for the generation of life, and this is 
present after the snow has melted and the increasing sunshine has melted 
away the last of the frost, which occurs as the O passes through }, and 
moves over the equinox into T and spring. 

The heat increases, bringing plant life to maturity in the summer. The 
scorching heat of 2 dries the moisture from the earth and what little re- 
mains disappears as the © passes through l/—in southern parts the heat 
and lack of rain causes the dry earth to crack and turn into dust. 

Heat lessens following the autumnal equinox but by then little or no 
moisture remains in the earth. This is the dry season, the opposing side 
of the year from spring; it is the time of death. 

As daylight and the O’s heat continue to reduce, saturnine cold takes 
over. What would be gentle rain in other seasons comes down frozen, as 
sleet and then as snow. The ground becomes frozen and frosted; the wa- 
ters are iced-up. The coldness culminates when the O is in #. 

The season continues and daylight slowly increases, the snows, ice 
and frost melt, rivers flow freely again. The earth is warming up, becom- 
ing moistened by the run-off from snow in the high mountains, becoming 
a moist vessel in which life can again be generated. 
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Table 2: Seasonal Qualities of the Twelve O Signs 
in Northern Hemisphere 


Sign | Element | Season | Seasonal Quality 
T Fire Spring Moist & Hot 
to) Earth Spring Moist & Hot 
att Air Spring Moist & Hot 
S Water | Summer Hot & Dry 
Q Fire Summer Hot & Dry 
T Earth Summer Hot & Dry 


Air Autumn Dry & Cold 
Water | Autumn Dry & Cold 
Autumn Dry & Cold 


Earth Winter | Cold & Moist 
Air Winter | Cold & Moist 
Water Winter | Cold & Moist 


mea xSP 
ee] 
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Table 2 lists the Element & Season of each Sign together with the 
Seasonal Quality. 


HE FOUR QUALITIES 
Now it is time to discuss the meanings of the four qualities.’ 
Mi We have seen how each manifests itself in nature during the 
2 four seasons. 

Hot and Cold are active qualities, opposites that relate to energy. 

Heat is mobile and expansive, moving from the center outwards in a 
centrifugal manner; it animates, invigorates and enlarges. A hot person 
is essentially active and mobile, using and generating energy; he can be 
impulsive, exciting and stimulating, with a passionate will, always acting 
in an expansive manner 

Cold is the opposite, it contracts; it concentrates, compresses and con- 
denses; it retracts and focuses, it absorbs into itself what was outside in a 
centripetal movement. A cold person has little energy, what she has she 
will concentrate and save. By nature, she is defensive, inactive, resistant, 
indifferent, slow and profound. 

Heat attracts and indicates a social animal; cold repels and tends to be 
anti-social. 

The French astrologer Henri Selva’ writes that one can easily recog- 


* Lee Lehman provides a useful discussion of the qualities in her Classical As- 
trology for Modern Living. Whitford Press, 1995. pp. 26-46. 

* Henri Selva (pseudonym of A. Vlés) bo 8 June 1861 at 11 pm LMT in An- 
tony, France: 48N45, 4E22. Died in 1952. Quoted by Friedrich Schwickert & 
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nize the influence of Heat in someone. There is spontaneity, energy, 
loftiness and vivacity; the individual is impulsive; you see courage, deci- 
sion, initiative and enterprise; the heart rules the head; he or she acts 
morally, altruistically, nobly, helping and protecting others. People 
strongly influenced by Heat are happy, optimistic, enthusiastic, ardent, 
easily distracted and often reckless. They prefer being surrounded by 
people like themselves. 

By contrast, cold manifests in slowness, vacillation, fearfulness, dis- 
couragement, sadness and pessimism. A cold person tends to be reflec- 
tive, indifferent, distant and inactive, enjoying the diversity he sees in 
others, but rarely sharing in it—a typical couch potato. He is reserved 
and cold, generally unfriendly, with little or no communal spirit, some- 
one who isolates himself from his neighbors. 

Ideally, the hot and cold qualities will be balanced in an individual, 
she will be able to adapt herself, acting or not as the moment warrants. 


Dry and Moist are also opposites, they relate both to how we think 
and to archetypal gender differences. In both senses dry is predominately 
masculine, moist predominately feminine. Moisture generates life; dry- 
ness will destroy it. Moisture is growth; dryness tends to wither, it di- 
minishes. A moist person is intuitive and able to connect separate and 
distinct concepts; she is right-brained. Dry thinking is more logical, ob- 
jective and object-oriented, it is left-brain thinking. 

Moisture produces archetypal feminine traits: a gentle passive nature, 
a sensitive soul, delicate sentiments, a dreamer, someone who can be 
unstable, changing constantly as styles change, but non-aggressive, sub- 
missive, rather capricious, and needing to lean on others for support. 
Someone strongly influenced by moisture, whether male or female, is 
easily impressed, has a vivid imagination, is very adaptable, versatile, 
easily assimilates knowledge and will take on the personalities of those 
she is with. Such people are usually devoted to their families, spontane- 
ously kind, somewhat naive, and careless in their manners. 

A dry person is not at all as adaptable. He has a strong taut will, is 
persevering, somewhat inflexible and highly self-disciplined. When 
thwarted he can become stubborn, vehement and even violent. He tends 
to exaggerate, has difficulty changing to meet new circumstances, and 
has a voracious appetite. He can become a square peg in a round hole 
when confronted with a new or inappropriate concept that falls outside of 
his experience. In this sense, he needs to first discover or be told “the 
rules” and he will then live by them; he prefers situations that are clear, 
precise and well defined. 


Adolf Weiss in their Comerstones of Astrology, Dallas: Sangreal Foundation, 
1972. 
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Table 3: Mixture of Qualities by © Sign & Season, 
Northern Hemisphere 


Sign Qualities of the Sign & Season 


Fire (Hot & Dry) in a Moist & Hot season 
Earth (Cold & Dry) in a Moist & Hot season 
Air (Hot & Moist) in a Moist & Hot season 


Water (Cold & Moist) in a Hot & Dry season 
Fire (Hot & Dry) in a Hot & Dry season 
Earth (Cold & Dry) in a Hot & Dry season 


30@ Aaa 


Air (Hot & Moist) in a Dry & Cold season 
Water (Cold & Moist) in a Dry & Cold season 
Fire (Hot & Dry) in a Dry & Cold season 


Earth (Cold & Dry) in a Cold & Moist season 
Air (Hot & Moist) in a Cold & Moist season 
Water (Cold & Moist) in a Cold & Moist season 


xR XSh 


We can now return to the relationship of a O sign’s element and its 
seasonal qualities, which can be expressed as shown in Table 3. 

Let’s examine how these qualities, those that make up the elements 
and those for the appropriate season, combine to identify the characteris- 
tics that we find in each of the twelve O Signs. 


The Signs: Elements in Combination. 


FIRE SIGNS (Hot & Dry) These two elements in combination, accord- 
ing to Henri Selva, create haste and impatience, individuals without wor- 
ries, extreme self-confidence, ardent passion, pride, a lack of considera- 
tion, and a domineering nature: they can easily become despots. 


Because of the season there is an increase in the heat and a re- 
duction in the dryness—in symbols we can say that HM has 
modified HD so that the combination produces H+ D-° 
The life-bringing warm and damp background makes T the least 
dogmatic of the fire signs, causing the dryness to become more temper- 
ate, nourishing and growth producing. The increased hot quality brings 
an excess of energy. The affect of even reduced dryness brings with it a 
selfish tendency that can make an individual willful and antisocial. 
T may be visualized as a source of great heat, smoldering, ready to 


fe The hot & dry element is operating in a hot and moist season. 


§ This notation comes from John Frawley. See his The Real Astrology Applied 
(2002), pp. 124-125. 
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leap into high flame; attempting to explore and leave his creative mark 
through romantic involvement with people and places—usually through 
his grandiose schemes. The expressive and creative power of fire works 
chiefly in regard to selfhood—the native seeks outlets that permit the 
growth of an independent image of self. There is pride and self- 
confidence, courage, audacity, initiative and ambition. 

According to Guido Bonatti, T stimulates animals to mate in order to 
preserve the species. 


increase in both heat and dryness, expressed as H+ D+ 
The O is in Q in mid-summer, at the hottest time of the year 
(in the northern hemisphere). { represents a culmination, after which 
fruit, the foliage of trees and herbs will decline towards their destruction. 
Few seeds will germinate henceforth, few vegetables will become larger, 
and few animals will have the will to augment their species. By tradition 
Q is a barren sign, the involvement of only masculine elements and ab- 
sence of anything feminine (no moisture) explains why this is so. 
is pure fire, creative fire, radiating warmth as from a hearth, usu- 
ally an illumination for others, imposing warmth on things of the earth— 
often through painting and sculpture. Those born during this period can 
be arrogant and overestimate themselves, their thinking being greatly 
influenced by their feelings, but they have great intellectual ability and 
organizing talent. 


9 Hot & dry in a season that is already hot and dry. The result is an 


element by reducing the heat and increasing the dryness, to give 
H- D+ 
There is little heat remaining as the O passes through ~. Dryness 
dominates and cold is approaching as the length of daylight reduces to its 
annual minimum. Seeds and herbs are destroyed by frost, trees have lost 
their foliage, and many animals are forced to hide below ground. 
> has the lowest energy of the fire signs because of the oncoming 
cold, yet even so it may be seen as a firebrand moving through the air, 
ever in movement, dangerous when it comes to rest, seeking to leave a 
spark through the development of ideas. The expressive nature works 
through the mental realm rather than the physical, through altruistic ide- 
alism and a profound (often practical) grasp of how the world of man 
may be extended into the mental plane—through travel or education. 
Because of the dominance of dry, an individual born at this time truly 
understands and acknowledges authority, hierarchy and discipline, and 
can become a fine commander. 


x Hot & dry in a dry and cold season. The season modifies the 
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EARTH SIGNS (Cold & Dry) 

According to Henri Selva, dry and cold in combination create people 
known for their diligence, patience, obstinacy, prudence, rigid view- 
points, and conservative spirit—they can become lazy and inactive if 
cold predominates. Cold & dry indicates mental concentration, reflec- 
tion, reasoning and gives good powers of observation. Such an individ- 
ual has a restless spirit and tends to doubt, to negate; in any situation he 
will first of all see what divides and separates, the differences. He likes 
combinations, the mechanical and the exact; his brain enjoys the theo- 
retical, and he will define systems of principles. Fixed rules are the basis 
of his life, and in the appropriate situation these can make him become a 
spiritual tyrant, a severe fanatic with an unquenchable thirst for revenge. 
He is selfish and has an egocentric attitude in all things. He always 
wants to know, and this covers just about everything from a curiosity 
about the most insignificant things of everyday life to the most profound 
scientific investigations. These are the signs of the engineer and the sci- 
entist. 


reduces both the dryness and the cold, expressed as C- D- 

All four elements are involved here. Because of the season, 
this earth sign is warmer and wetter than the others, which makes its na- 
tives much more sociable than Il) or 6. 

& creates a temperate climate in which many sensible things happen, 
both of the species and the growth of plant life. Individuals seek to be 
fixed in one place, enjoying the rhythms of life of a conservative de- 
pendence upon the environment. They are industrious and obedient, 
think calmly and well, and are always patient and persevering. There is 
selfishness and physical beauty; conservatism, reserve, sensual love and 
fertility. 


eo) Cold & dry have come into a hot and moist season. The season 


Cold & dry enter a hot and dry season. This reduces the cold 

and increases its dryness, C- D+ 
Because of the season’s heat I? has ample energy, but it is 
the dry quality that clearly predominates. |] seeks to deal practically with 
the passing (ephemeral) things of the world, wanting to control the envi- 
ronment, usually through his occupation, and often finds the opportunity 
to provide an orderly or even rhythmic service to others. With its intro- 
duction of cold into the hot season, and its link with the coming dry sea- 
son, I? is less temperate and more destructive than the other summer 
signs. Asa result some things die and are destroyed (the leaves on trees 
dry up), yet some seeds are germinated. The individual distinguishes 
himself from his environment, learning from experiences and experimen- 
tation, and using his well organized and talented brain to analyze the out- 
come before forming any conclusions. The absence of the Moist quality 
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shows that this feminine sign tends to be sterile and materialistic; there is 
little here that is natural and spontaneous, all essential experience is de- 
rived second-hand and there is considerable tension. 


ment’s cold but reduces its dryness, C+ D- 

Cold dominates. Guido Bonatti tells us that 4 imprints on the 
earth element a distemperate coldness and dryness that is destroying and 
mortifying. Those born at this time, both animals and humans, tend to be 
small: below average size and weight. Trees will not grow branches or 
flower in this time; seeds do not germinate. 

The dominance of cold makes the native egocentric, a pessimist who 
is eager to dominate others. He is economical and reserved, somewhat 
inhuman, with a dislike of sentimentality. There is an urge towards 
change and movement, the fulfillment of which is usually translated as 
an upward aspiration, an orderly climbing of the social ladder, and he is 
greatly concerned with how others see him in the outer world. 


ro Cold & dry in a cold and moist season. This increases the ele- 


AIR SIGNS (Hot & Moist) 

Selva writes that Hot & Moist in combination indicate mobility in all 
things: in wishes, ideas, sentiments, etc. The combination creates a 
flexible character and spirit with lively impulses, impressionability, sen- 
sitivity, noble ambitions, intuitive and inventive gifts. There is subtlety, 
intrigue and quarreling. The emotions are easily stimulated although 
they tend to be superficial. An Air person has artistic ideas and feelings, 
and is usually skilful and magnanimous, a free and liberal spirit. Hot and 
moist facilitate contacts but also brings changes in objectives—on the 
sentimental plane as well as on the spiritual, the individual is too fre- 
quently distracted. This combination can produce an inspired personality 
who has a passion for life and the energy and spirit of individuality, yet it 
too often produces people whose ideas land them in hot water. 


As a result both the heat and the moisture are increased, H+M+ 

I is like only } in that its quality combination is in the right 

seasonal environment. As a result [] is the Air sign that is nourishing 

and productive of growth. The extra heat denotes great enthusiasm and 

the extra moisture brings much socializing, the combination explaining 

how it is that I natives are so often described as social butterflies. [I has 

a great capacity for study, combining reason with intuition, but he can 

too often be superficial and predatory, an imitator who has an explana- 
tion for all and everything. 


Il Hot & moist enter into a season that is already hot and moist. 
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fy Hot & moist are placed in a dry and cold season. The 
result is a reduction in both the heat and the moisture of 
the element, expressed as H- M- 

The four qualities are to a degree balanced in this sign, just as they are 
in 6, the other sign 2 rules. As a result, while it is the cardinal sign of 
the destructive dry season, ~ is temperate, neither totally destructive nor 
totally nourishing. Its natives possess an equilibrium between intuition 
and physical perception. They seem intent on establishing unity through 
discovering harmonies, shared experiences and communal responsibili- 
ties, and through bonds between the different sexes (notably through 
marriage or business ties). Because the heat quality has been diminished, 
there is a tendency to stay only on the surface of things, an inability to 
fully penetrate into a subject to any depth. 

Bonatti says that it thickens the air and makes it dense, causing harm 
to the branches of trees and their fruits, making them fall to the ground. 


Hot & moist are in a cold and moist season. The result is 
AAAS a reduction in heat that is accompanied by an increase in 
moisture, H- M+ 

Despite an absence of the dry quality, #« is a destructive force. It 
brings humidity into the cold season, which manifests as heavy snow 
falling through frigid air. #* is the coldest of the three Air signs. 

When not bogged down by transitory phenomenon, # has the ability, 
through original thought and perseverance, to come to conclusions, to 
finalize whatever is being considered. Despite having an elevated intui- 
tion, the native of this independent sign is by no means perfect, yet 
whether right or wrong he invariably brings conflicts to a completion, 
and ensures that progress will continue to move on to the next challenge. 

Selva says that this © sign has a close affinity with the principle of 
spirituality, the light of superior knowledge, from simple understanding 
combined with intuition to the sublime revelation of true ecstasy. 


WATER SIGNS (Cold & Moist) 

The mixture of the cold and moist qualities produces soft changeable 
natures, people who are indolent, incapable of energetic efforts, and who 
allow themselves to be directed by others. They are inherently passive, 
wanting physical inactivity, tranquility, silence and peace; they love their 
creature comforts and fear obligations. They attach great importance to 
the sentiments, usually romantic, and are given entirely to dreams and 
fantasy. Any feeling of happiness requires physical passivity. They 
need material prosperity to feel truly secure. 


Cold & moist are placed in a hot and dry season. The intensity 
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All four qualities are combined in the first sign of summer. 
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The temperate environment makes the water move; © is water as fluid— 
it provides pleasantness and nourishment by which all animals and plants 
are nourished and live. It is changeable, reflecting the colors of the skies 
and landscapes around. It is concerned with the beginnings of life, with 
the fairyland world of childhood, which dissolves the world in its own 
mythologies. People strongly influenced by this sign tend to appear doc- 
ile, soft and reserved, but they can be insistent when they want some- 
thing. They are tenacious and will persevere in whatever they are doing. 
Their good memories and natural inspirations usually substitute for their 
lack of any intuition. 


it Cold & moist are in a dry and cold season. The result is an 
increase in the cold but a reduction in the moisture, expressed 
as C+ M- 

These people will create or break connections; they are emotionally 
cold-blooded, ruthless and martially inflexible. Cold predominates, mak- 
ing Ml, frozen water, a shield of ice covering an unknown depth. It is wa- 
ter that is corrupted and brackish, quite still, able to strengthen very little, 
and offering little nourishment. Proud and persistent, TM, is often ob- 
sessed with death (in reality, with resurrection and redemption), that final 
dissolving of physical boundaries, with peering beyond the threshold of 
the material into the depths. 


Cold & moist in a season that is already cold and moist. As a 
result both the cold and the moisture are increased, C+ M+ 
} can be viewed as pure water that has yet to come down to 
the earth, as vapor, still up in the clouds; a dematerialized state of being, 
out of touch with (hovering over or disincarnated from) the physical 
realm. It may also be seen as the boundless ocean, the source of life, the 
depths from which in the far long ago our distant ancestors crawled out 
onto the land. Its people are concerned with the idea of the poetical, with 
the life of spirit, only tenuously linked with the material realm, suscepti- 
ble to the direction of others and to drugs. They are submissive and 
somewhat lazy, lacking ambition, with faith in what is unknowable, yet 
they will provide patient service to others. 


Table 4 summarizes what happens when a sign’s qualities, as defined 
by its element, are combined with the qualities present in a season, as 
discussed above. The qualities of the element are not displaced, rather 
are they modified. As we have seen, the hot and dry qualities of the 
three Fire signs are adjusted in the different seasons. The spring’s heat 
and moisture increases the heat but reduces the dryness of T; midsum- 
mer’s heat and dryness greatly intensifies the innate heat and dryness of 
2; and the cold and dryness of late Autumn reduces the heat of ~ but 
exaggerates the sign’s dryness. These modified qualities are listed in the 
final column in Table 4 
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Table 4: | Element’s Qualities Modified by Seasonal Qualities 
Northern Hemisphere 


Modified 

Sign Element Season Element 
aT HD modified by HM = H+D- 
Q HD modified by HD = H+D+ 
x HD modified by cD = H- D+ 
6: cD modified by HM = C- D- 
T cD modified by HD = C- D+ 
wh cD modified by CM = C+D- 
I HM modified by HM S H+M+ 
= HM modified by cD = H- M- 
as HM modified by CM =  H-Mt+ 
3) CM modified by HD = C-M- 
Tl CM modified by cD = C+M- 
H CM modified by CM = C+M+ 


There is I believe a distinct seasonal influence involved in all of As- 
trology. This is confirmed by astrologers from previous times, who 
modified the qualities of the O according to the season it was in when 
identifying an individual’s temperament. This suggests that what is asso- 
ciated with the O passing through £2, for example, varies according to 
one’s environment, whether one is north or south of the Equator. In the 
Northern Hemisphere the time when the © is in Q corresponds to the 
heat of midsummer; in the Southern Hemisphere it is associated with the 
greatest cold. This seasonal variation should be taken into account. 


Later in this article we will discuss how the meaning of the O signs changes 
in the Southern Hemisphere and also how knowledge of the qualities enables us 
to interpret how a planet will fare in each of the signs, how two planets are 
likely to combine when aspecting one another, and to identify an individual’s 
underlying temperament. Knowing the temperament tells us just how the person 
regards the world and how he or she is likely to react to any stimulus. 

To be continued 
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Remembering 
Shelagh Kendal 
1924 — 2005 


STROLOGY, writing and politics were a passionate trinity for 
Shelagh as long as I knew her. In her own way she was able to 
embrace and be embraced by all three. As a keen political ob- 
server and commentator she enthusiastically witnessed the repa- 
triation of the Canadian constitution, the raising of the new flag and the 
Quebec referendums from her home in Ottawa, Canada’s capital. In the 
later 80’s she moved south of the border near Washington DC where she 
was able to be absorbed in the machinations of US politics. As a native 
of Liverpool, England Canada became her adoptive home and she loved 
its history, unique positioning and relationship with Britain and the US. 


Shelagh Kendal 


4:28 am GMT 
lth February 1924 


Liverpool, E 


S3N25, 255 


Like the readers of Considerations I knew Shelagh as an astrologer. I 
first met her in 1978 when the Ottawa Astrological Society was in its 
infancy. Wary of astrologers and organisations Shelagh’s reserve dis- 
solved in our mutual devotion and respect for astrology. From that point 
forward we were colleagues and friends involved in both the local and 
national astrological organizations. During this period Shelagh also had 
a regular radio show where she would review the daily astrological phe- 
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nomena. Diligent and thorough she brought astrology alive for her lis- 
teners. As a teacher and lecturer she was always engaging and as a busy 
counsellor she was always able to combine empathy with professional- 
ism. 

In 1980 we began working together on a project of collecting Cana- 
dian data, both mundane and from celebrities. We divided the research 
and when it came to the celebrities Shelagh would contact the writers and 
politicians and I would contact the actors and hockey players. The day 
Shelagh received a note from Margaret Atwood with her birth details 
was as euphoric as the day I received a letter from Wayne Gretsky! In 
1982 we launched our self published Charting Canada in Winnipeg at 
the national astrology convention. From then on Shelagh and I continued 
collecting the data and publishing it in Data Bank in the national astro- 
logical journal. Sixteen years later John McKay-Clements released his 
book of Canadian data The Canadian Astrology Collection dedicating it 
to Shelagh and me for pioneering the collection of Canadian data. 

Shelagh was a great contributor to Canadian astrology through net- 
working, teaching and lecturing as well as her professionalism in her pri- 
vate practice. But others outside Canada also knew her through her writ- 
ing. Besides her many articles she released her book Cycles of the Cen- 
tury in 1999 and she enthusiastically sent me one as soon as it was pub- 
lished. She had done a lot of groundwork for her daily radio show and 
knew intimately each cycle that was important in the year and how it af- 
fected each sign. But besides that it revealed her great love and knowl- 
edge of political history through the greater planetary pair cycles and 
outer planetary ingresses. Shelagh had integrated all three passions in 
the book. 

Shelagh was also very spiritually aware. In 1978 Isabel Hickey vis- 
ited our group and Shelagh saw a way to claim both the spiritual and 
technical sides of her craft. She had a strong faith and I imagine that her 
crossing was smooth. As an avid conversationalist I also imagine she 
continues her astrological dialogues with the colleagues she was so fond 
of who went before. We miss her and give thanks for the times we were 
able to spend together. 

—Brian Clark 
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Remembering 


Margaret Millard 
1916-2004 


A y) R MARGARET MILLARD, a frequent contributor to Consid- 
Ly D erations and to other astrological magazines, died from Alz- 


4 J heimer’s disease on 13" November 2004 in Orono, Maine. 
is Margaret has told us that she was drawn early to astrology 
by her sister, Elizabeth Large, but it was Cyril Fagan who 
stimulated her to really study the subject, which she did after hearing him 
lecture in Dublin in 1940. She subsequently worked with Alexander 
Marr and was a strong advocate of the work of the Argentine astrologers, 
Wendel Polich and Anthony Nelson Page, with the topocentric system of 
primary directions. Her book The Genetics of Astrology (1988) is an en- 
thralling study of the topocentric system. 


Margaret Millard mo. 


4: 29: 31 pm AST 
6th September 1916 


Kingston, St. Vincent, West Indies 


Although Margaret and I corresponded over many years, I never met 
her. I did however meet her sister Elizabeth. 

Margaret was born on the island of St Vincent in the West Indies, 
where her father, a geneticist, was employed, the family moving from 
there to England in 1926. She qualified as a medical doctor in Bristol. 
She and her husband Ben, a research chemist, moved to the USA in 
1958, settling in Windham, Maine, where she worked first as an anesthe- 
siologist and then as a pediatrician until her retirement in 1981. She also 
did volunteer medical work in Nepal, Nicaragua and India, and found the 
time to raise four daughters and two sons. Her book Casenotes of a 
Medical Astrologer was published in 1980. After retiring from medicine 
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she became a full-time student at the University of Southern Maine, 
graduating with a degree in theater. She and Ben moved to Gloucester in 
England, but frequently returned to their lakeside cottage in Maine. 
Margaret was a Quaker, a prolific letter writer, a great traveler, and a 
superb astrologer. She had a knack of bringing together people who un- 
knowingly shared similar interests in areas of astrology, and never hesi- 
tated to say what she really thought about something or somebody. She 
was very bright and able to identify true knowledge from plain show- 
manship. I will miss her amusing, always insightful comments on the 
abilities—often the lack thereof—of some of the more prominent mem- 
bers of our profession whose lectures she attended. —Ken Gillman 


Monroe John Willner 


Monroe Willner 


8: 16: 56 pm EST 
29th April 1925 


27NS7, 82W28 


OHN Willner was a third-generation astrologer, an electrical 
engineer, a prolific writer, a keen student of the writings of Ed- 
gar Cayce, and the creator of the rectification program IN- 
CARN. His books included The Rising Sign Problem, The 
Twelve Houses, The Powerful Declinations, Astrological Revelations and 
The Perfect Horoscope. His latest book, on the Presidents of the US, is 
yet unpublished. Six of John’s articles appeared in Considerations. He 
was a talented man who will be sadly missed. He died on 11" December 
2004. —Ken Gillman 
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A Learned Astronomical Discourse 
of the Judgment of Nativities 
by Oger Ferrier 
Translated into English by Thomas Kelway 
Originally published in London in 1593 
Hardback. Photocopy of the original by Ballantrae Books. $12. 
www.globalserve.net 


GER FERRIER (1513-88) is not a name well-known to Eng- 
lish-speaking astrologers nowadays, but he was famous for his 
proficiency in astrology throughout Europe in Elizabethan 
times. Ferrier was the personal physician to the Catherine de 
Medici, Henri IV's queen. Besides the present book, he wrote an impor- 
tant treatise on the plague and another on dreams. He is known to have 
been involved in a controversy with the Italian astrologer Jerome Cardan. 

According to John Gadbury, William Lilly plagiarized most of what 
he wrote on natal astrology in Christian Astrology (published in 1647) 
from this book by Ferrier. Indeed, Lilly lists Ferrier’s Judgment of Na- 
tivities as one of his main sources. 

There quite a few things in this slim volume that are not contained in 
Lilly's bulky opus. Among these additional items there are the parts of 
the different houses (a subject Lilly and his followers virtually ignored), 
interesting descriptions of the planets and nodes in the twelve houses, 
and delineations of the different house rulers when placed in each of the 
houses. The section dealing with prediction seems to cover a larger 
range than does a similar one in Lilly; the items Ferrier covers are Direc- 
tions, the Separator or Burner, Revolutions, Fridaries, Profections, circu- 
lation of Planetary Hours, eclipses and major conjunctions, and transits. 
Lilly provides greater detail on fewer predictive tools. 

There is also some difference of opinion in the subjects that both Fer- 
rier and Lilly tackle. One such example occurs in the so-important Table 
of Dignities, Lilly gave rulership of the water triplicity to o by both day 
and night. Ferrier has the water triplicity ruled by 2 in the daytime and 
by of only in the night hours. 

Some of the Elizabethan phonetic spelling may give the reader initial 
problems—‘gyuer’ for giver, ‘howers’ for hours, ‘yron’ for iron, and so 
on. These apparent stumbling blocks quickly disappear once one has 
changed into a suitable doublet and hose, and voiced the first sentence or 
two. Besides, the spelling is very much part of the book’s charm. This 
book provides a fresh insight into astrology of an earlier time and it is 
strongly recommended to all astrologers who care about tradition. 

—Ken Gillman 
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Environmental Cosmology 
Principles and Theory of Natal Astrology 
by Kenneth D. McRitchie 
126 pages plus Index, Softcover. Cognizance Books, Toronto. 
www.globalserve.net 


cRitchie, the one-time editor of the journal Above & Below, 

was informed by a university professor that astrology had no 

‘theory. This stimulated him go and investigate the theoretical 

background of our subject. The result is this fascinating book 

which describes the theories and hypotheses he has come up with. It 
makes for fascinating reading. 

He begins by briefly reviewing the findings of Michel Gauquelin and 
Suitbert Ertel and then responds to the standard set of critical questions 
all astrologers face from time to time—*Twins have similar charts, but 
many have different personalities and behavior”; “Predictions do not 
come true”; “Interpretations are not specific enough”. His thoughtful 
responses will be useful cribs for readers who are posed with these and 
similar criticisms. 

The author then gets to his theories. He begins by defining five orga- 
nizing principles and relates these in turn to such as an individual's geo- 
centricity, to “as above & so below,” to the horizon & meridian, and to 
the seasonal development cycle. He then moves on, in separate chapters, 
to relate: psychographic types to the four quadrants; astrological skills to 
the houses; lifestyles to opposing pairs of signs; essential urges to the 
planets; beliefs to aspects; an individual's development to planetary 
phases; and projection and transference to different stages of a planet’s 
cycle around the O—whether it is oriental or occidental, direct or retro- 
grade. 

Simply listing the different associations and relationships proposed in 
this book, as I have done here, completely fails to do any justice to the 
writer’s theories. Each is compelling; each meaty enough to get the 
reader chewing over what is involved, to go to pull out charts to check if 
his ideas are as effective as McRitchie’s descriptions imply. 

We do need to be better at relating astrology to the different ap- 
proaches sociologists and psychiatrists take in categorizing people, to 
find ways of translating what we know and use into terms more familiar 
to scientists and others. This book attempts to do just this, and the at- 
tempt is very good indeed. In the process it provides some excellent 
ideas for astrologers to consider, some intriguing fresh approaches to 
how one interprets a natal chart. Strongly recommended. 

—Ken Gillman 
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